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HONOURED] 


AND 


DEAR FRIEND, 
. FOHN DEL NME, 


MERCHANT. 


SHS 


Our near Relation | to the 3 udicious Author of the 


1 enſuing Papers, your humble imitation of his Chri- 


(fan Vertues, your uncommon reſpect to the Miniſters of © 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the hand you have had in publiſhing 
this Diſcourſe, Intitle you to this Dedication. Tis oe 

theſe remains of your excellent Father ſhould lye buried 


in the dark for (0 long a time, and that ſo many ſhould 


loſe the benefit of 'em, who might have profited b' 
them, to the greater edifying of the Church of God. 
Tis you that gives em a happy Reſurrection, and I have, 


at your deſire, exchang d thgir Grave Cloathes for a more 
_ agreeable Dreſs. The Tranſlation abounded with anti- 


quated and obſolute Words, and with a Multitude of 
* ms, 
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Galliciſms, which made it ungrateful, and, in ſome LOO 
ſcarce intelligible to an Eng/iſþ Reader... haye_endea-- 


Goes wy <4 


vourd to Correct the moſt material of theſe, and that. 


prov d a more ditficult Province than I was at firſt aware 
Of. 
However, I reckon my 1 our Well beſtow d, if it plea- 
ſes God to bleſs it to ſuch as need ſuch 57 8. | May-th 
Lord abundantly reward your work and labour of pp | 
to his Goſpel, and the deſpiſed .Preachers of it. Your- 
afflictive concern for the Decay and Diſtreſſes of the Re- 
formed Churches, and yo 3 charitable Endea- 
vours to obviate the one, and to alleviate the other, will 
turn to a- good Account in the Wy 6 Retribution. I 
commend, au, and all yours, to God, aud to the Word of 
i Grace, which ig able to build you up, and to give you an 
Inheritance among all then which are e. . 
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Have, at eb je of 4 worthy Friend, Revifed the | 
, lining Tranſlation, which, I Conceive, may be of great 
uſe to young Students. . highly approve the Chriſtian De- 
1 it, which is to exalt the Holy Scriptures, the only 
Book. that can make the Man of God Perfect. Were 
that Divine Volume more. Studied, and the great Patrerms 
of uſeſul e with which it accommodates us, \ more * 
induſtrouſiy imitated, the ſacred Miniſtry wou d ſoon re- 
cover its Authority over the Conſciences of Men, and we 
fhou'd find the bi e Effedss of of it in the Chriſtian Church. 
The Learned and Pious Author ; himſelf an Experien- 
ced Ma er- Builder „ and himſelf 4 wiſe Steward. f 
the Myſteries of God. What he intended for the private © 
uſe of One, is of common Concernment to All the Sons of 
the Prophets, who will thankfully embrace every thing that 
may contribute to the ineregſe * that Wiſdom, whereby '1 
che win Souls. ; 
77 have ſ⸗ ſu pplied a Quototion or two oa of the French 
Diſcipline, 10h was defectiue in the Copy. It's pity the 
judicious Authors French Manuſcript cannot be recover 4 | 
that. won d have help d us 2 e ſome Paſſages, which } 


are 


| JZ“ 
ce not ſo clearly render d in the Tranſlation. Theſe I 
baue, as well as I. cou d, explain d from the Contexure of 
* the Diſcourſe, and purſnant to the deſires of his pions and 
very uſeful” Son, have put ſeverat improper Expreſſions in- 
to a new. form, Cantracfed, and Illuſtrated ſome. prolix and. 
* obſcure Paragraphs , and clear d the Connexion in ſome 
places, where it ſeem d perplex'd, and incoherent. 
be exactneſe of Method which the Author recommends, 
ii moteſs beneficial ta the Miniſter tham edifying to the Pe- 
ple. [The Diſpoſition of Truths into their propen and 
| tural arder, gives. the Mind a more. grateful. proſpedt uf 
em, begets in us diſtin and fixed Ideas, refreſhes the in- 
vention, and greatly relieves the Memory, that admirable 
| Treaſury of Divine Virtues, out of which; a Scribe wo of 
| furniſhed for the Kingdom of Heaven, unybring forth 
things New and Old, without being confined to his Notes, 
which, with ſome Application, may be retain d, and de- 
liver d., with a freedom becoming an Ambaſſador | of Je- | 
ſut Chriſt. The wart of 4 clear Method of 4 more in- 
ward acquaintance with the Scripture, and of impreſſive 
Meditation, by which we tranſcribe our Notes into our 
Minde, have no ſmatl influence upon the Modern Engliſh' 
Pradlice of Reading Sermons. © h WB OA, 
I miſt be el, that many Readers are very elal o- 
rute and exact in their Compoſures, but it were to be - wiſſ- 5 
= e4 they won il take pains in Reviſing , as well as in Pen- 
© ive their Difcourſess If they wou d ſpend a ſtall: part 
of the time in chewing the Food that .coff them ſo much 
Time in the preparing; they ſbou d find it both ſtrengtherin 
te themſelves, and nouriſhing to their Hearers. In 745 
Primittve Church, Preaching and Reading ſo. vaſtly dif- 
fer'd, that the Readers were an order of the lower (ler- 
£34. inferionr. to Presbyters. Reading of Sermons is ſcarce. 


wen 
- * 5 


wſed" any where in the Chriſtian World at this Day, en 
ce 10 in England, 9 2 RUSSIIANCHU cl 
where they are furniſped with a ſet of Homilies, which are 
Read to the People, aud this is all the Preaching they 
| have. ] have heard ſomeGentlemen, that are uſed to Read. J 
ing, declare, that they cou'd wiſh we had no other Ser- 
»10ns, but Printed Homilies. I am afraid the humour | 
Reading Sermons has contributed too much to ' this O- 
non, and created in many, too great an indifferency 
for a practical and lively Miniſtry. Indeed, no Memory 
would be well able to retain other Mens Compoſures; ſo 
that there is a neceſſity of Reading em; But there is not 
the ſame Reaſon for Diſcourſes of our ownpreparing, as ail 
our Sermons ought to be, theſe being the Emanations of | 
our Thoughts, and freſh in our Minds, are more eaſily laid up |} 
in the Memory, which by frequent uſing wou d grow fironger, | 
and become more tenacious . as our thinking faculty grow 
effete and languid by diſuſe; ſo the Memory is ener- 
| vated for want of exerciſe. It's far eaſter, and requires | 
leſs pains and time to Copy out Sermons into the Memory, 
than to commit em toWriting. The ſcatter d Effluvinms of | 
an ative Mind, may, without any great difficulty, be re- 
collected by a ſteady and fixed Thought. The Original De- 
feen of writing Sermons, was to help, and not to deſtroy 
the Memory: It was not to ſuperſede the uſe of it, but to 
enable it to do its Office with more eaſe and pleaſure. [ 
It wou d look very odd both in the Popiſh and Foreign 


roteſtant (Churches, to ſee a Preacher poaring on his * 


a 


Notes all the while he ſpeaks to the People, that he can 
ſcarce afford em now and then aglance off them, for fecr f 
being at a loſs. . REY —_ | 
Muſculus ſpeaks of 2 German Cardinal Biſhop , who 
.  Preached Partim ex ſcheda, Partim ex inſtinctu ſuggeſto- 
Hop a2 I 


11E I ICLIACErT 


ris quem 5 70 hom ry | part'y f - eg. 

partly by the help of a Perſon that pro! ſame things ta 
2 1 ind his Ao but his own eng ve | — 7 

| aſhamed of him. Loc. De. Min. verb. p. 215. 

| Reading has many. Inconveniencies attending it, which 

| renders it very unadviſable to thoſe, that can do otherwiſe. . 
not only cramps our Thoughts, but deprives us of the aids © 

| of the Holy Spirit, which me have reaſon to expecł in. 

| Preaching the Word. . TER 8 

Mie need his ſupplies, not only to ſuggeſt good Thoughts - 

unto us in onr preparations, but alſo in delivering our Meſ- 

ſage. Ihe Goſpel ts the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 14 


whoſe Inſpiration it was given, ad propagated through the 
World. He is ill preſent with his Miniſters to enlighten- 
| their Minds, to bring Divine Truths to their remembrance and 
to give em freedom of ſpeech in publiſhing. the Holy Qrecles. - 
| The Apoſtle was fenſrble of this benefit when he deſirerl the 
Coloſſians to pray for him, that God wou d open to him 
2 Door of utterance to ſpeak the Miſtery of Chriſt. 
Is evident, that Reading of Sermons was not the pra- 
| Gife of the Primitive Church, as might be prov d by many . 
\ Inflances out of the Fathers. ' We may judge of the Ancient 
” way of Preathing, by that famous Story in the Life. of Au- 
ſtin, who being once at a boſs in his Sermon, digreſſed from 
| his Subject, aud ſpoke ' what firſt occur d, which were | ſome - 
| ſudden Thonghts againſt the Manichees. This very. digreſ+ 
on, which he mas guided to, by that Spirit that knows the 
Hearts of all Men, was bleſſed to the' converſion of two - 
Manichees that happen dito be preſent at that time, tio 
be knew nething of em. | 25 nn ©. 
Purſuant to his Prafice, he perſwades Miniſters to pray, 
4, they are going to Preach, that they may le enabled © 
to porr foribube living Waters which they have Aarunk; 
_ | 8 becauſe, 
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Lt .becauſe, Laith he, pon every See we hendle, n 
a eee, Dead the Roth 014 Love, many things 
« may be ſaid”, and there are.\divers ways: 5 expreſſing 
&. the ſame things, who can tell; what. may he moſt 
< dient. for us to ſpeak; or pon to treat {hart he who. 
« the Heart of dll Mer] And a little. after he ald, Ad- 
«. horam vero Dictionis, As he is going to Preach, let bin 
'« conſider the Words of Chriſt, Take NO thought how, 
or what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it. ſhall be given you 
jn that ſame Hour what ye ſhall ſp eak ; for it is 
not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of _ Father which 
K. fpcketh in yon. If therefore the Holy Ghoſt ſpeu in 
<< them who are ef 2 A ety, Wha rot bn them alſo 
«6 who: Predeb - hriſt, IV. XV. inn 
Reading. of e 2 want much of the Liſe 
__ Fervor which ought to accompany. the. Mimiſtry of the - 
Word, and which * hat a great influence woirthe\ſucceſs - 
' of our Lalonrr. For the Droine\ Big ordanrly;\diſ-" 
pers d according. to tbe aptitude of ' hreans. to them pru- 
per ends. dn. affetionate. fervent: delivery, cætets, pari- 
bus, puts Life into the Hearers, aud commands. attention, 
Kar 1 ſaid f Apollo, that laing an cloquent Man, 
mighty in the Scriptures, and feryent ins pit hemighh- | 
tily convinced the. Jews, A4 18.0 Perſoms that 
hate a ſerious cuncerm fon their Spiritual State, are for 
that Miriſtry that. moſt affect the» Heart. This deſed af 
Life is obfervd. in moſt Renders ʒ und for this Reaſon ma- 
1 pions" Hearers areroften'ynore. prejudiced. againſt Read- | 
ing than they ſhou'd be, and in caſè of a Competition will 
prefer a weaker Miniſter: that can Preach - without uſing - 
his. Notes, to a more able Perſon that Reads his Sermons. . 
. It's ſome: repradch to our Profeſſion, that the Gentlemen 
of the len fond be able to ow EG * 
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"The? Profyee; 


freedow and taſe 5, and thoſe who bats 'Upidl Alu 2 


"with\ em; for the\ improvement of By) Ira frond 
"have" ſo eile 2 dependence on their” Note. © The rea- 
ſon of the difference is obvious; the one by "uſing them- 
ſelves to a maſculine Freedom of Elocution, acquire 4 ha- 
bit of ſpeaking pertinently and cloſely to any ſtudied 
Canſe;, the other by diſguiſe dare not truſt their Memories, 
nor can they expreſs the moſt genuine Produ of their 
deliberate Thonghts, without the - aſſiſtance of 4 ok; to In- 


8 N 
e is ſcarce to be hoped, that thoſe. who have for" a 
long tract of Time undergone the Puniſoment of Read- 


ing ſhou d be able to Free "themſeloex of their acenſtons 4 


Fetters x but the younger Miniſters may with à little ex- 


erciſe ſoon throw © off their Crutches , LO) ſe" the Abili- 


ties which Nature. and Grace have furniſhed" em wihh, for 
the \Bdification of the Church F Cbriſt. 
"Reſolution. aue Tuduſtry make diffculs things eaſy and 
| agreeable, - Fixed Meditation, earneſt" Prayer, and a clear 
Natural Method, worn d ſoon W the —_ fe 5 and 
antient way of Preaching. TE 
Meditation wall both Mel. aur e 5 — Indrels 
holy Truths apon our Memtavies, Such thinks ut enter by 
the Aﬀetions into thè Memory, leave i fort of indelible 
Character por. it. The Evil that raffles our diſguſtful 


Paſſions, and the good that gratifies- the other Emc- 
tions of the Soul, - cannot eaſt} be: forgotten. \ Hie cer- 


tain that Meditation: begets Affrctian, and Affectian begets 
tier imce. Whale the Prophet muſed the Fire Burnt, ad 


while hir Heart was inditing a good Matrer, his e 
was the Pen aof ready writer. 6 


Prayer ir an excellent help to the Memory, for it not 
only engages. the aſſiſtances of the Divine Remembrancer, 
but A the Truths of the Goſpel to take the deeper 


Root 


f 


4s The Preface. | 
Root in ns. By converting the ſeveral Articles of a Diſ- 
courſe into proper Confeſſions , Petitions, and Praiſes, our 
Hearts are Transformed into the Image of em, and retain 
a ſweet Savour of em, which will enable us to Communi- © 
cate with more aſſurances unto others, what we have taſted 
and felt in our. ſelves. | | 5 
Method, which repreſents Truths in their Natural Or- 

der, Connexion and Dependency, greatly helps the reten- 
tive Powers of the Intellef, and this Benefit, among ma- 
uy others, the obſervant Reader will find by the follow- - 


* Juames Owen. 
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METHOD or SKILL 


"OT GOOD 


BEING 


The Advice of 4 French Miniſter to bis Soi 1 
when he was entring on the  Minigry®? 


Tranſlated out of the French, by 4 near. | 
Relation. The Father and Son were Prea- 
chers of the Word, in the French and | 
Walloon Reformed Churches, aud both | 
are d, Jr nce Dead. 


\ 


W WE that deſires to Preach well, ſhould be careful 

| to obſerve a good Method. In order hereunto, 1 
one needs not tye himſelf unto one and the 

very ſame Method, but ſhould chuſe that Me- 
thod, that ſuits both to himſelf, and his Auditors beſt, as 
to his moſt uſual way of Preaching tho he may and 
ought ſometimes, to vary, and follow another Method, 
that * be more adapted to particular Occaſionss. 
4 =» Prayer | 


2 


| F277 n 
Prayer unto the Lord, is one of the beſt helps to find 
the moſt proper Method, either ordinary or extraordi- 
nary ; yet nevertheleſs, the ſerious and attentive Con- 
ſideration of the Subjects, and Matters to be treated on, 
and of the Perſons to whom one is about to Preach, 


and likewiſe the Time when, and the Place where, is a 


great help, what Method to fix upon for the Edification 
of the Hearers. | 5 5 
Whether it be a Text of Scripture, or a Section of the 
Catechiſm, there muſt be a due Conſideration had ac- 


oOrqdingly. 


The Method in handling a Text, may be either C- 


ptic- or Hidden; or the Technick and Artificial, which is 


moſt Plain. 


1. The Cryptic: or hidden, is that which mingles and 


conveys. the Explication with the Application, as it falls 


dJut in the Diſcourſe, which is made upon the * 


Subject of the Text. By this the Text will be com- 


prehended in one and the. ſame. Diſcourſe, longer 


or fhorter, and Explicated and Illuſtrated by that 


© which hath been ſpoken briefly, and as it were by the 


way, and hath divers Reproofs, according to the in- 
termingled Application, either with Exhortation or Re- 
darguation, or with Conſolation. And this may be with- 
ont diviſions or diſtributions, at leaſt, not very diſtinct 
and clear ones; and ſometimes it may fall out grace- 


fully, when it is not from Ignorance, but with good judg- 
ment, and with Prudence: Then namely, when it is 


more requiſite to reform than inform; and when one is 
rather to ſtir up the Affections, than to inform the judg- 


ments of one's Hearers. „„ 
And tho' this be not in the Artificial manner, yet it 


requires great skill to do it well in this manner, for it 


varies as the Occaſion requires; and in this, Ars eſt tegere 


Artem, 


1 ö | 
Artem, as is ſaid among the Rhetoricians: Which alſo is ve- 
rified in the right practice of the Artificial; for although 
the Art may, and ought to appear the more, neverthe- 
leſs it muſt not be with Aﬀectation, and withOſtentation of 
terms of Art, but only by ſome neceſſity of Expreſſions, 
which ought to be explained. Some indeed do more 
eſteem, and rather practice the Cryptic Method, becauſe 
they fancy it hath the vein of an Orator, and gives 
fairer ſpace for Eloquence. I do nevertheleſs conceive, 
that for the better grounding a People in Knowledge; 
and for the better moving the Affections, with more 
judgment, it is moſt expedient to uſe it, but very rarely; 
but more commonly it were better to uſe the Artificial 
Method. 1 5 "TY 

Now this Artificial is diverſſy Practiced. 

Some upon the reading ofa Text,without any Entrance 
or Prologue, at leaſt any material one, do preſently fa II 
upon a very ſhort Explication of the principal Termsz 
it they do conceive that there is ſome difficulty in the 
Words; then they do make ſome Diviſion or other, eaſy 
and plain, and ſo they gather the principal Inſtructions, 
or points of Doctrines which they conceive to flow 
from the Text: Afterwards they prove their point of 
Doctrine, by other paſſages of Scripture Examples, and by 
Reaſons ; and do add, for further Illuſtration, the ſeveral 
Uſes they conceive ought to be made for Practice, againſt 
what is diſagreeing to it, and for Excitement to what Du= 
ties the Subject requires. This Method ſeems to be the 
moſt familiar, and helpeth very much the Underſtanding 
of the moſt ſimple, and it ſerves greatly to help their 
Memory, the better to retain and repeat that which they 
have heard , and therefore it's much uſed amongſt the 
beſt Aſſemblies of the Exgliſb, which do moſt entirely 
defire it; yet if they condemn not the other Method 
8 B 2 | more 
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: 9 
5 ” 
x 
$ 7 


more Artificial, and not affected and ſubtle, I dare 
not condemn them, nor the Miniſters who accommodate: 


themſelves to the capacity of their People. In this re- 
ſpe, this deſerves praite rather then blame; alſo it fa- 
cllitates the ſtudies of Miniſters, and it is a very great Ad- 
vantage to them, for-the Miniſters Memory , as well as 
the People, ſo much the more, that it keeps always the 
fame way, without any, or very little alteration. 

2. Some Others, upon the reading of their Text, do 
make for Entrance, fome ingenious Introduction to their 
[Text, then they enter on a fubtle (at leaſt in their 
Iconceit) a curious Diviſion of the Words more than of 
the Matter of their Text; afterwards do run over upon 
every word with ſome Obſervations, which they draw 
Forth, and with as many Heads as they can, and ſo paſ- 
ing on ſuch a Diſcourſe, pointing at, and touching ſome 
tDoctrines lightly, from one word to another, they leave 
in their Auditors Minds more of Admiration then of 
Edification. This Method ſeems to pleafe thoſe, who 
would ſeem to be more high raiſed Auditors than the 
common and ordinary: And principally , it pleaſes 


Laſts ſhould be too much touched, and reproved. For 
Itho' ſometimes they: be moſt: cloſely dealt withal, it is 
tbat by the by,, and with fome kind of dele@ation 
Itheir Ears are ſomewhat: tickled : Yet if the Miniſters do 
ſuſe it according to the exigence of. their Auditors, and 
ito take them, where they are moſt to be taken, I 
dare not reprehend them, ſo it be without Affectation, 
and without nouriſhing a People in affected Curioſities, 
ut to bring them to the knowledge of themſelves, to 
make them. ſenſible that they are not ſo ſufficient as they 


ave need of the greateſt Simplicity of the Word, for 
1 | 5 their 


thoſe, who do not love that their Covetouſneſs and other 


preſume to be; and they be given to underſtand, they 
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their ſolid Ediffcation, as well as others, in their Rank: 
For, to accuftom one's Auditors in ſuch a manner, that 
they are more and more diſtaſted with a more ſimple 
manner of Preaching, that they. eondenm the Method 
which does moſt of all Edifie ; I judge, that this is a 
| way of Preaching, which will more deſtroy-thambuild 
the Church of God. ag 
ö 3. Some Others then, not undervaluing and deſpiſing 
the gifts of other Men, upon the reading of their Text, 
do, after ſome ſuitable Introduction, enter upon a Para- 
phraſe (eſpecially if their Text be not too long) and 
a Diviſionof the parts of it then paſſing over every part, 
do unfold them Solidly, and that in the moſt familiar 
manner, aiming more at the Matter than at the Words; 
and yet not neglecting the words neither; and that alf of 
them one after another, with one continued Courſe, tho 
with ſome convenient Franſitions: Afterwards they will 
run over them one after another, in drawing from the 
Explication of every one, the principal Doctrines and 
Inſtructions, for to make ſome ſuitable Application; after 
having reaſonably cleared them by Proofs, ſuch Proofs 
which they judge moſt to purpoſe. | 
This Method is alſo ſolid and familiar, and can't but 
be (by the Bleſſing of God) of great Edification to tracta- 
ble Hearers:, who are ſuch as deſire to be well grounded 
in Knowledge, and to be effectually ſtirr'd up to the 
forſaking, or the doing that, which becomes all true 
Chriſtians. Nevertheleſs there is this Inconveniency, 
which ſeems - to - ariſe neceſſarily from this Method, 
namely, That the exact and full Explication of all the 
@ | parts, do leave the Auditors too long without the Ap- 
| plication, and does not ſpare time enough for the moſt 
| urgent Occaſion and neceſſary Application, at leaſt, in the 
| hour allotted ; but of neceſſity, — Application muſt .be 
| remitted. 
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remitted unto ſome other Times and Hour; in which 
time the Explication may be in part ſlipt out of the 
Memory, to the prejudice of a more ſtrong Impreſſion 
of the Application, which is of ſo much the more force 
and power, as it is grounded upon the clear light, which 
the true Explication brings; and if one ſhould under- 
take to reiterate, and to repeat the Explication of the 
part, or parts, to be Applied, that may bring the ncon- 
> 40 of perplexity, or dwelling too long upon one 
Tent. | 
4. Wherefore ſome Others following this Method, 
do vary only in this, That they do not open any more 
of the parts than they can apply in that hour; and e- 
ven in opening the parts, which they handle and 
treat of in the hour, they'll apply in opening the moft 
particular Doctrines of every part; but this they do but 
asby the by, before they come to the Explication then 
to be handled, namely , the Doctrines which do flow 
and reſult more immediately from the Explication of the 
Words, or the Phraſes in the Text, with relation how- 
ever unto the Subject of the unfolded parts; and they'll 
run over it with ſome proper Tranſition unto the fol- 
lowing part; that having opened one part, and in o- 
pening applyed it, they proceed to a Second or Third, 
and perhaps alſo to a Fourth part, and then they'll come 
to a Firſt, Second, or Third principal Doctrine, which 
reſults and ariſes from the opened parts conjoyned ; 
and they'll apply their Subject according to the Neceſ- 
ſity they find, and according to the Time they have 
to do it in: This Method thus propoſed, does not 
much leave the Auditors without Application, and yet 
reſerves for the laſt, and for the ending of the Diſ- 
courſe (as our dear and blefled Lord did reſerve to the 
laſt his miraculous Wine, John 2.) the principal, the 
main, 


[7 1 
main, and the moſt preſſing Application: Then in the 
following Exerciſes, they'll purſue likewiſe, and go on to 
the other following parts, which could not be finiſhed 
at the firſt nor ſecond time. I conceive this Method to 
be ordinarily the moſt profitable, becauſe that at one 
ſpace of Time, the Underſtanding, and Judgment, and 
the Affections, have the beſt means of Edification, and at 
every time (or very nigh ) hath a new Text; or new 
Matter, for the thread of the Text diſcourſed of. And 
this variety may be wholly pleaſing and agreeable. How- 
ever it is impoſſible, that the moſt faithful Miniſter that 
is, can always uſe the ſame Method, but may and ought 
to vary his Method, as Diſcretion directs, according to 
the variety of the Text, which one may diſcern , obſer- 
ving theſe Directions, 8 go be. 

x. For in the Firſt place, ſome Texts are more eaſily 
underſtood, and the ſenſe of them obvious to an intel- 
ligent, obſerving Reader; but there are others in which 
there is, according to St. Peter, Things, nay, Words hard to 
be underſtood : Unto the former, more brief Explication 
ſufficeth; and it is in vain to heap many things, and to 

uſe many words to clear them; they are already clear 
in themſelves: But for others, there muſt be a large 
Explication, to the clearing up as well of the Words, as 
of the Matter, and things contained in the Words; and 
it is better labouriouſly to draw out, in the firſt place, the 
true and full ſenſe and meaning of the Spirit of God 
in them, taking it in the property of the true Words 
and Phraſes, compared with like Scripture paſſages, and 
other circumſtances, eſpecially the Coherence and Scope 
of the Text in hand, than to go about to ſet forth at 
firſt the diverſity of Interpretations, which the Antient and 
Modern Interpreters give upon the Text; for this com- 
monly puzzles and embaraſſes the minds of the Hearers, 
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and doespre-occupy and prejudice them againſt the Au- 


thority. of the Scripture, as variable, according to ſeveral 


Mens Minds and Imaginations; and begets in them an 


Opinion, that there is little force in ſuch Scriptures a- 
gainſt their Sins and Corruptions, and leſſens their va- 
Jne for other Scriptures, ſince that divers Senſes are thus 
given; and that Opinion which ſtrikes not at their Sins 


and Corruptions, will more readily be embraced. On 


the contrary, the true ſenſe found out and expreſſed, and 
plainly demonſtrated, as hath been ſaid, doth not puzzle 


and diſtract the Mind, but gains and obtains room in the 


Heart, at firſt by its clear Evidence, and holy Simplicity, 
and fo is of more Authority and Strength for the Truth, 


and for Vertue, againſt all Falſhood and Sin. By having 


the true and more native Senſe thus averred and demon- 

ſtrated in the firſt place, one then may well:infer from 
them, that then ſuch and ſuch Interpretation doth not 
agree with the parts of the words, and of the things 
therein propoſed ; and it ſeems more expedient, in rejecting 
thus modeſtly the improper Interpretation, or the falſe and 
impertinent ones, not to name their Authors, leaſt we 
may ſeem to inſult and glory over them. (eſpecially if 
otherwiſe they are noted Men in the Antient and Mo- 
dern Church) and to affect praiſes to our ſelves, by ex- 


poſing others; but we ſhould aime and fortifie the honeſt 


Hearers, not to acquieſce in truths, or to follow the Vir- 
tues there Planted and held forth, out of a Spirit of Con- 


tradition, under pretence that famous Authors think o- 


therwiſe than the Preacher, in the Interpretation of that 
Paſſage, which in its moſt native Truth, ſtrikes. and 


combats: with their Sins and Corruptions: Rather, if it 
be not with Affectation of being thought learned, one muſt 
-alledge and name the Authors, which agree with the 
interpretation given, or {ome near to the moſt _— 
4 | an 


SOS 
and true Interpretation thus laid down: But*whilft we 
name Antient and Modern Authors, we muſt take heed 
leſt we may ſeem to Prejudice the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures; and therefore, according to ſome Arti- 
cles of the Diſcipline in the French Churches, we are 
ſtrictly forbidden to uſe Authors in Preaching, except 
very rarely. | 
2. Of Texts, ſome are Hiſtorical , (ome Prophetical, 
ſome Dogmatical, ſome Parabolical. 4 
iſt, For the Hiſtorical. If they be clear in themſelves, 
there needs not much inſiſting upon the Explication; 
but, after ſome fit Diviſion of the principal Parts, with 
ſome Explication of ſome particulars, which may be ap- 
plyd in Explicating them, we may begin with the 
Doctrines, or Inſtructions which may proceed from 
every Particular in their Order. If they be too many 
in Number, and too much to finiſh at one Time, one 
may content himſelf with the chief of them, and the 
others at ſome other Time; eſpecially if they be live- 
ly, and are not ordinarily met with. , If the Hiſtorical 
Paſſages be either in the general, or in the particular 
of any part of them, hard to be underſtood, it is meet and 
convenient to follow the Advice, in the precedent diſtincti- 
on ofthe Paſlages more difficult to be underſtood ; only if 
they be not Hiſtories that concern the Subſtance of Re- 
ligion, the diverſity of Interpretations may better be ad- 
mitted. It is to be obſerved, That after the deducti- 
on of the Hiſtory in its Explication and Application, 
ſuch as hath been ſaid, ſome other Inferences of Spi- 
ritual Accomodation, may be made, by way, either of 
Allegory, or of ſimple Alluſion and Compariſon, in draw- 
ing forth Arguments and Inſtructions of things Spiritual 
and Eternal, from Temporal and Corporal Things, chief- 
ly and principally, when 1 of ae 
( ons 
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Perſons bath expreſly, or tacitly a Figure and Repre- 
{ſentation of Chriſt or Antichriſt, and their Kingdoms; or 
the Church and People of God ; or the Wicked and 
Hypocrites. But in theſe Spiritual Allegories, the 
Application muſt be very Sober and Diſcreet, and the 
foreſt way is to make no more than Scriptures gives 
Foundation for, and does clearly diſcover, or by ſome 
ſuch alluſions and compariſons as they give war- 
rant for; ſo that as it is ſaid of Bodily Cures 
which our Lord wrought , it was that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled, Mat. 8. 17. He hath taken, and born our 
Greefs. It follows, That we may and ought to apply 
the Hiſtories, of ſo many Bodily Cures unto Spiritual; 
thus, as there are in the Old Teſtament , divers Ty- 
pical Hiſtories, as that of the Brazen Serpent, John 3. 
Of David, of Solomon, tand ſo of Shadows in the Sacrifices 
and legal Ceremonies : So in the New Teſtament there 
are Hiſtories of Chriſt in the Evangeliſts, which may 
and ought to be Spiritually applyed; and as in divers 
I Hiſtories there is a report to be made of the Temporal 
Benefits and Mercies of God towards his Antient Peo- 
ple, unto the Spiritual Mercies and Benefits, which we 
receive under the New Teſtament, (not with ſome Ana- 
I baptiſts, to exclude the faithful of the Old Teſtament 
I from the Spiritual Benefits ſhadowed by the Bodily 
WW Mercies) as in the deliverance out of Mgypt, in the Pre- 
face to the Decalogue: So there is a report to be made 
of the Corporal judgments inflicted upon the Rebellious, 
I} unto the Spiritual and Eternal Judgments to come upon 
the Souls of the Rebels, againſt the Goſpel, in the New 
I Teſtament; for thus does the Apoſtle argue, 1 Car. Chap. | 
i xo. And even Heb.. 10. He Argues from the leaſt to the | 
W -greateſt Puniſhment. And what is the Revelation of St. 
| John, but a continual iſſue of Things, and Perſons, as 
| alſo, cf the Bleſſings and Plagues of the Old Teſtament, 
in its Hiſtories, Miſtically and Spiritually brought in, 


-unto the Things and Perſons , Bleſſings and Plagues; 
under the New Teſtament? Therefore every faithful 
Miniſter, in handling theſe Hiſtories, may draw out Spi- 
ritual Things, conformable unto the Temporal, not at- 
tributing divers Senſes; but in taking theſe Hiſtorical 
Texts in their full Senſe; which being from the infinite 
ppirit of God, no marvel that it is profound, and much 
deeper than the Sea in its depths. And tho by ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, and an humble Application to God, 
for his teaching Spirit, many Truths may be diſcovered, 
yet there remains a great deal out of view, for the ex- 
erciſe of the Induſtry of thoſe that come after us. So 
profound is the Word, that when one hath ſpoken, and 
another is ſilent, another may yet have ſomething, 
which may be revealed unto him to profit withal; 
All may have, and know Something, None All; There is 
no cauſe to envy any for what he hath; there is yet e- 
nough for another to dive in, even as in holy Hiſto- 

ries, ſo in all other Scriptures. 
adly, For the Prophetical. We mult ſeek the true Senſe, 
by the proper and improper Significations of the Words 
and Phraſes, and by the Scope of the Spirit of God, 
which ought to be obſerved from the Text, and Con- 
text; and above all, if there be one Head in the Text, 
or elſewhere, which leadeth unto the right under- - 
ſtanding of them: Andythereftore we muſt ſearch it, by 
conferring it with the like Propheſies, much more with - 
the Events, which are already come to paſs: For the 
Event of the whole, or part of the Propheſie, is the 
beſt Interpreter: Therefore if the Propheſie is already, 
altogether , or in part, accompliſhed and fulfilled, we 
| — , after the native Explication, take notice of the 
| | fulfilling of it, not only in the Subſtance, but in the 
1 n which are principally contained in the 
| G4 Propheſies. 
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Propheſies. We may afterwards gather up the Do- 
&rines and general Heads of the Truths which 
they contain; ſuch as the Preſcience, and Providence 
of God; and then come to the more particular things 
which are accompliſhed and fulfilled; in applying this 
to the Terror of the Wicked, and to the Comfort 
of the Godly. And in handling of theſe prophetical 
Texts; we muſt ſtudy to diſcern the Degrees of their 
Accompliſnment, for the ſame Propheſie may have its 
Accompliſhment Temporally im ſome Type, but Spiri- 
tnally in Things and Perſons Typified. So divers Pro- 
Pheſies have their fulfilling, in David, or Solomon, or ſome 
others, but Spiritually and Eternally, in Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord. Several of the Prophetical Texts, particularly -in 
the Pſalms, have their Accompliſhment in their firſt, as 
it were, ſhadowing degree, in David, Solomon, Saul, Doeg, 
Achitophel ; but in their Second Degree, are Accompliſh- 
ed in Chriſt, our Lord, in regard of the good; but in 
regard of the bad, in Judas, in Antichriſt, and Hy- 
pecrites, and-fuch like wicked Men and Enemies of 
Chriſt. Therefore it is, that in ſome of theſe Prophe- 

ties, there are Words and Things which have not their 
-Accompliſhment but in Chriſt, our Lord, and not in any 
Prototypes; as particularly the everlaſting continuance 
of the Kingdom in David, or in any other of his Race; 
and ſuch things may be alſo met with in theſe Pro- 
pheſies, which belong properly unto David, but impro- 
perly unto Chriſt, our Lordj; as when in theſe Propheſies 
mention is made of Sin or Sins, or Things which belon 
to meer Man, and not unto God-Man, who alone truly is 
without Sin, tho our Sins are imputed unto him; and 
that his Members, his choſen People, have Sin ſtill re- 
maining in them, and which does ſo eaſily beſet and 
entangſe them. And it is yet to be noted, and well 
ws 5 diſcerned 


difterned in the handling Prophetical Texts, that this“ 
fulfilling is ſo far advanced in Chriſt, for ſome degree, 
that there are yet to be Accompliſhed in him, in a- 
more compleat Degree, as in his Kingdom of Grace, 
intowhich he is entered, from the time of the Apoſtles, 
in regard of the ſpreading forth of it through the 
World; but is, and alſo ſhall be, from time to time, 
more fully Accompliſhed, until it ſhall be everlaſting-- 
ly his Kingdom of Glory in all Perfection. So in ma- 
ny places of the Revelations, he is ſaid to be entred 
into his Kingdom, from the 12th. to the 14th. Chap. 
and 18th. and 19th. The prophetical Texts then con- 
cerning his Kingdom, do extend and reach in their 
fuller Explications and Applications, unto the higheſt 
degree of Accompliſhment. So we muſt not ſay, that 
they have their Accompliſhment , becauſe. they have 
certain and notable Degrees of their Events, from the. 
time of the Apoſtles; but we muſt conſider ſeriouſly, if 
more ample Degrees are not ſtill promiſed, and remaining 
to be fulfilled, unto the Edification and Comfort of the 
Church of Chriſt, even in our Time and Days, and af- 
ter us in the Generation to come. And it behoves us 
to obſerve, That there are certain Prophetical Texts, 
which can't well be handled , except in declaring, the 
Events, as Accompliſhed,. not only in Chriſt, but alſo - 
in his Church, who are his People and Members; and 
even theſe alſo gradully by ſteps. So as the Prophe- 
tical Texts, concerning the Adverſity and Proſperity of 
Chriſt, and of his 3 and Victories, immediatel 
are fulfilled in his Perſon; but they are accompliſned 
immediately alſo, in the Church, and in the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt. Who do thus fill up the remainder of tbe 
Sufferings of Chriſt , Col. 1. 24. Not by way of Merit; 
but of conformity to Chriſt the Head. And fo 22. Hah, : 
Hm We 


8 hath had its accompliſhment in David, yet more fully 
and perfectly in the Sufferings of Chriſt on the Croſs. 
Nevertheleſs they are daily yet accompliſhing, and ful- 
filling more amply in the faithful and true Members of 
Chrilt , even in great Princes, who ſaffer Perſecution 
for the ſake of the true Religion. Thus we may, and 
we ought to think of many more Pſalms, and of ſuch 
Prophetical Texts. There is no doubt but ſome of the - 
Prophetical Texts, have their more compleat fulfilling 
in ſuch and ſuch an Affliction of God's Church and 
People, altho' generally, in all the Propheſies, this is 
that which we ought to diſcern alſo from the ſeveral 
Prophetical Texts of the proſperity of Chriſt, and his 
Kingdom; they have indeed their Typical fulfilling in 
David, or Solomon, or ſome other King of that Line, but 
the compleat fulfilling of them, is in our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, not only at his Reſurrection and Aſcention, and 
WF fitting at the Right Hand of God in himſelf, but like- 
wiſe in his Church, in the Victories he gives it, and will 
yet give it over the World, and over Antichriſt, and his 
moſt Cruel and Oppreſſing Enemies, both inward and 
. outward; ſo that, ſome of thoſe prophetical trium- 
pühant Texts ſhall have their fuller Accompliſhment ; ſome 
rat the Deſtruction of Antichriſtian Babylon, others at the 
= Converſion of the Jews, others at the end of the World, 
and everlaſtingly in the Kingdom of Heaven. 1 
Io diſcern, and to know aright thoſe degrees of ful- 
- filling the Prophetical Texts, and to bring them every 
one to the time of its full and particular Acompliſhment, 
| uires the greateſt Prudence, nay, a Gift of Diſcretion ; 
Lay, a more particular and ſpecial Gift of God's Spirit, 
which onght earneſtly to be asked and improved in all 
humility and ſubmiſſion, not 28 forth our ſelves too 
much before the time reſerved in God's Hand. 


Finally, 
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Finally, We muſt alſo know, that ſome Prophetical 
Texts , which have had their fulfilling in ſome certain 
fulneſs in the People of the Fews, are yet to be fulfilled 
in the Chriſtian People; for we know, that the Pro- 
pheſies of the return, and the deliverance of the Antient 
People from the Captivity of Babylon, are yet in accom- 
pliſhing in the deliverance and return of the People of 
God under the New Teſtament, as well from the Capti- 
vity of Satan and Sin; as from. the ſlavery of Antichriſt 
and his Crew. The like Accompliſhment have the Pro- 
pheſies concerning the Ruin and Overthrow of the City 
of Feruſalem, and of the concommitant Evils, Woes, and 
Miſeries, and the following diſperſion of the unbeliev- 
ing Jews. Theſe were preſages of what has happened 
fome Years ſince in Germany, and what ſhall yet fall until 
the end of the World, to the People and Nations who-- 
follow the Jews in their Sins, 22 the Sin of Un- 
thankfulneſs and Contempt of the Goſpel; of its Purity 
and Simplicity, and of che Spiritual V orſhp which x 
comes it, and is agreeable to it. And therefore, 4 , | 
to be noted, and well obſerved, in St. Matt. Chap. i 
And in Marl Chap. 13. And Luke 22. That 3 the 
Propheſies of the Ruin of the Fews, and of Jeruſa- 
lem, there is no other Prophefie but of the end 
of the World. And wherefore is this? Unleſs 
becauſe that there ſhall be no other kinds of Judg- 
ments upon the Rebellious People againſt. the Goſpel 
to the end of the World, than thoſe which are Recor- 
ded in Scripture ? + From "whence ſome faithful Inter- 
preters do well remark, upon thoſe Chapters, That the - 
Lord does delineate and ſet before us in the Affliction, 
wherewith the Rebelious and Obſtinate Jews were 
Puniſhed, that their Calamities and Miſeries were Fi- 
gures of like Afflictions, to befal a People deſpiſing 
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and rejecting Chriſt, until the end of the World. And 


for this Cauſe come Peſtilence, Wars, and Famine , with 
Ruines of the principal Cities, ſuch as hath not been ſeen 
-among the Nations in former Ages, and aggravated with 
ſome circumſtances, above thoſe of Jeriſalem, and of the 
Jews. So then, to treat duly upon theſe Prophetical Texts, 


the Application muſt be carried down thus far; and by 
. theſe means, the Church ſhall have ſeveral Reproofs, In- 


ſtructions, and Comforts, which are treaſured up in them; 
that the Soul being inſtructed in the Kingdom of God, 
may draw out good things, not only Old, but alſo New, 
according to the New Occaſions, which the Providence of 


God adminiſters, in going on to accompliſh, in great mea- 


ſure, more ſuch Prophetical Texts. 
3aly, As for the Doctrines, the Explications are to be 


made according as they be, either clearer, or harder tobe 


underſtood, as we have noted in the firſt diſtinction. Then 
it is to be noted, if they be Doctrines of Faith, or of 
Manners, of Religion, or Converſation, touching 
Myſteries or Duties, Again, it muſt be obſerved, if 
they be propounded Mirmatively, or Negatively ; after- 
wards they muſt be handled, fo far as the Text lays Foun- 
dation for, and in ſuch manner, that all that we treat of, 


bath Relation unto that, which the Text holds forth and 


contains. Some do take occaſion from theſe Dogmatical 
Texts, nay, and from the Doctrines which they draw and 
deduct from other Texts, to enter ſtraitway upon the 
common place of the Doctrine, propounded in the hand- 
Ing of it; but becauſe this way draws us to a tedious 
Length, and multiplies Sermons unneceſſarily upon the 


ſame Text, and neceſſarily occaſions Diſcourſes, which 


are not according to the Scope and Circumſtances of the 
Text, whereby we become tedious to the Auditors, it 


were better not to treat of the common place; namely, 
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of the Doctrine propounded by Conſequences, unleſs ſo 
much as the Text doth give occaſion for. For Ex- 
ample, if it treat of the Doctrine of Election, or of 
Juſtification, or of the Duties of Piety and Charitʒ; 
it is not to purpoſe, to run over all the common places 
of Election and Juſtification, of Piety and Charity, but 
only the e point of the common Place, the 
context refers to, and to draw out the uſes of the ſame, 

as they do iſſue from the particular inſtance of the 

Point there in queſtion; ſo that will be to give the 
Auditors, that which the Text doth properly give, and 
that which will have more Grace and Efficacy, as hav- 

ing Foundation in the Text, and ſhall not charge them 

with what appertains unto other Texts, which would 

not be ſo ſeaſonable. 85 . 

446014, For the Parabolical Texts, one can't well explain 

them, but he muſt remark and obſerve attentively the 

proper Scope, unto which the Parable tendeth. There 
muſt be great care, eſpecially in handling them well, 

to conſider what the _ Parable aimeth at Principally; 3 

and leſs Principally, or Primarily and Secondarily, for 

there may be divers ends, one General and Principal, 
and others Particularand Subalternate. 

Then Secondly, When the Scope is diſcovered, we 

muſt narrowly obſerve. what the Parable is taken from, 

and what in it tends. unto the general end, and what 
unto the particular, examining how far every thing in 
the Parable tendeth and ſerveth ; for tho there are ſome 
things, which are principally of the end of the Para- 
ble, and others, which are not ſo expreſſed, but ſerve 
only to enrich and beautifie the Parable, neverthe- 
leſs we muſt not in examining the principal Things 

neglect the other. As in the ſtudy of the Law, 1 vB 
of a Parable, we muſt make the things which are of 

ARS x & gener 
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| greater Importance, the main of our Labour and / 
' plication, and muſt not negle& or leave out 'the le 
No to the due examining of Parables, and to reach 
the intendment of them, we muſt exattly 


(Properties, 


ore in them their Qu 0 


and that with eſpecial . 


* 


reſpect to their Conſtitution , be it Natural, Civil, or 
Moral, and from them muſt draw forth the Confirmed 
1H Propoſe tions which ariſe from the Scope of the Parable, 
and not thoſe which do not correſpond. with them. 
Now upon theſe Propoſitions. cog to be made the 
Redditions of the Parable, or the. things fignified in 
them, and which are Embleniatized by theſe Which 
are put in the Parable, and in the Similitude. And 
therefore, it's a great miſtake, and no right Explication - 
of Para Wear Texts, to go about to take in all Reſem-- 
blances that the Emblem put in the Parable can fur- 
niſh us with ; and to make ſome Propoſitions thereupon, 
and to make anſwerable Redditions, which are not of 
the Scope of it, neither General, nor Particular, nor 
Firſt, nor Second ʒ but we muſt kee our ſelves preciſe 
I to the Reſemblances, which anfwer the very Scope 
and Drift of them, and then muſt form upon them 
the Propoſitions and Redditions of the Parabſe. No- 
| theſe Propoſitions, and correſponding Among that 
are of the ends and intendments of the Parable, will 
render the Senſe clear by the Similitudes, and thenee 
Will naturally follow ſotne Propoſitions of Doctrines 
and inſtructive Information, which thall be either of 
i things Preſent, or to Come. And if the Parable is 
_ | | PL Hiſtorical, 


mmmh mꝶꝶ ] =/ 
Hiſtorical, as that of the Prophet Nathan, 2 Sam. 11. 
And of the Lord's Vineyard, Jja. 5. They are to be 
handled in the manner of Do@rines, which do proceed 
from Hiſtorical Texts, but with Illumination of the 
Similitude. Where there are future things, and ſo the 
Parable is Prophetical, as ſeveral of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
are, particularly that of the Labourers in the Vineyard, 
Mat. 20. And of the Wiſe and Fooliſh Virgins, Mat, 
25. We muſt handle them as the Doctrines of Prophe- 
tical Texts, but with the Illuſtration of the Similitude: 
Or if che Parable treat of ſome Doctrine, as of the 
Rebellion and Rejection of the Jews, and Calling ofthe } 
Gentiles, and the mixture of Hypocrites with the Sin- 
cere, as it ſeems in the Parable of the King, making 
the Nuptials of his Son, Mat. 22. So the 'Parobolicals 
are Dogmaticals; and therefore alſo, they are to be hand- 
led Dogmatically, but it muſt be done in the Light of 


the Similitude, for the matters of theſe Texts have theſe 


Advantages, that one there finds the Similitudes as quite 
ready done and at hand; but upon qther Texts we muſt - 7 
more inventthem. Where they are iff part Hiſtorical and 
 Prophetical, as may be obſerved in the Prophets, which 
do repreſent in part, the paſt and preſent wickedneſs 
of the People, and in part their Judgments for their 

Malice and Obſtinacy in Sin, or their Judgment and 

Puniſhment yet to come; and ſo are ſome Parables de- 
clared by the Lord in the Goſpel againſt the Fews and 
their chief Prieſts, their Scribes and Phariſees ; and there- 
fore in obſerving always the reports of the Similitudes, 
we ought to handle them after the manner of Hiſtorical 
and Prophetical Texts. Where they are in part Do@ri- 
xal and Prophetical, as one may ſee almoſt through the 
Canticles , where the moſt part ot the Parables do re- 
preſent to us altogether, and one with the other, 
"IS 7:2" 


wW. | R 

ers Dock rin ec, concerning Chriſt and the Church, and 
W the. Myſteries concerning them , with ſome Propheſees 
which reſpe& the future. State of the Church. We 
may apply theſe Myſteries to Chriſt and his Church; 
Wich, and by the help of lively Similitudes which do 
i” repreſent them, and ſo far as the ſcope doth bear, we 
i alſo ſhew how Chriſt and his Church have been, ſuch: 
and under ſuch Circumſtances as the Similitudes do de- 
note, more particularly in ſuch times and ſeaſons as the 
Parable points at. And it is to be taken: notice, that 
the parables in the Canticle, (as alſo others elſe 


where) are for the. moſt part contained in one 


word or two, and not enlarged in divers Propoſitions, 
and ſome general or particular Redditions, as frequent- 
1y. in the Old and New-Feſtament. Wherefore to handle: 
them aright, we muſt Analyze them, and reſolve them: 
into their ſeveral Parts and Explications, and ſo we 
may handle them fitly. to the. intent of every Parable.. 
lt mayalſobeobſerved; that there are ſome Parables 
which for fubſtance may be Hiſtorical, as one may con- 
ceive in the Parathc of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 
Thoſe may be handled both as Hiſtories and Parables. 

I 0 conclude, In the handling of theſe Parabolical 
Texts, tho in the Explication of them nothing is to 


i be mentioned but that which is properly of the End 
and Scope of theParable; ſo that the Reports of the Si- 
militudes may be more immediately correſponding, yet 


= inthe exhortative, or comfortable Application, or in Con- 
futation or Correction, we may enlarge thoſe Reports: 
more particularly and according to the occaſion, if ſo- 
be that all theſe more particular Reports be ſubordinate 
unto the generals in the Explication , and that they bes 
derived as in encreaſing Waters from the fountain, for to 
water ſo much the better the divers parts of the Faith. 


__— Fa; 
and life of the Hearers, whereby they will be mich! 
fructified. And it can't be ſaid what rich and fineva-* 
riety will. preſent it ſelf unto an humble, attentive, and 
ſtudious Miniſter,” who by that diverfity and clearneſs- 
of the particular reports; will be able to enlighten ane 
animate the Spirits of the Auditors, unto the accepta- 
ble reception: of ſuch Exhortation and Redargution, 
nay and Confutation, and more piercing Correction: For 
we ſhall ſee how the holy Ghoſt doth lead him, as bx 
a: continual thread of the Similitude, that makes ſuchi a 
particular Application: n | 

No tothe intent that the Explication and Applica- 
tion of the Parabolical Texts may have their juſt and 
convenient reports, in generals and in paͤrticulars, im- 
mediate or mediate, it is very neceſſary that he, that dot 
handle them, ſhould be exerciſed in the reading and: 
knowledge of Natural, Civil, and Moral Hiſtories, for from 

thence he muſt dra out the true Reports,according to the 
Nature and Condition, properties and qualities, the effects 
and vertues of the things which are put for Similitudes; 
at leaſt fo far as he is to treate of them, he ought to con- 
ſult Caſſic Authors which do write on them, as Pliny: 
and Salin, and ſuch Authors; which for that reſpect are 
worthy to be bought and read. 455 

3aly, But Thirdly; whether the Texts be more clear or 
more difficult to be underſtood, according to the firſt Di- 
ſtinction, whether they are. Hiſtorical or Prophetical, 
Doctrinal or Parabolical, according to the] ſecond Diſtin- 
ction. It is very: convenient that the body of every” - 
Sermon conſiſt of theſe parts, be it more openly or more 
hiddenly, namely. ( 1. ) Of ſome Exorcliunmt. (2.) Of the 
Obſervation of the Coherence. (3.) Of ſome Paraphriſes. 
(4.)Of the Dizifor of the parts of the Text: (5.) Of 
the Explication of. the; parts. (G.) Of the DoGrizes or In- 


ſtructions- 7 


| C22 811 . 
|  ReaBions and their Proof. 620 Of the Der of everyDo- 
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1. As for the. Bnordinms, A it is not good that it 
be too ſhort, ſo alſo it ought nbt to be too Jong, po 
only it muſt ſerve. for the Introduction to bring 
Auditors within the Text, with a becoming . 
The Exordium may be taken diverſiy, but::that which 
ſeems to be. moſt to purpoſe is; of the Subject, 
and is to be as the matrow of the Text, or ſomie notable 
Circumſtance in the Text, and feems to have ſome par- 
ticular Authority, if this general Scope of the gubject, 


or obſervation of ſome notable Circumſtance be taken 


From the Holy Scriptures. For thus by Scripture we are 
lead from the Entrance, unto the general underſtandin 
of the Scriptures to be treated of, either of the Text or 
the Sum of it. 

.2dly,, As to the Coherence, it ought to refer to what is 
not. very remote, but to what is near and in view, by a 
ſhort analyſis of the Context, and fo we-ſhall find how 
the Text comes in, and in what order it lies, and then 
there muſt come ſome Obſervation of that which fol- 
lows. And generally in the Entrance of the Text, there 
are ſome adverbial or conjunctive particles, which help 
to diſcover the Coherence, from which ariſe ſome good 
Inſtructions, which one may briefly handle, or he may 


reſerve them for Ex plication, rather than Place them a- 
mong the Doctrines. 


It is to be noted, that os we French Gracia times 


on the ſame Text , having ſpoken of the Coherence in 
the firſt Diſcourſe, in the other following Diſcourſes, 
more or leſs in the Place of a Coherence, a ſhort repe- 
tition of that which hath been ſaid in the precedent 
_ Exerciſe will be ſeaſonable, ſome . do make their Exor- 


dium by ſuch Repetition, which ſometimes is neceſſary to 
| be done. | | 
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34), As to the Paraphri e. "ons to contain the 


Sum of the Hiſtory, help; 255 the Pro Pheſie, or the Rea- 
foning, or the. Argument of the doctrinal Text, or the 
Sum of the Para Heal Text, but when we have in 
the Exordium comprized” the "marrow! and the Sum 
of the Paraphraſe, it is not fo cel; Hut Ty be bet- 
ter omitted. Ml 


” athly, As to che che of the parts, it ou ht to be 


out multipli 


to re- unite them by repeating of the Text, for ſo the 


Auditors ſhalt ſee fo much the clearer, tlie parts divided 


and diſtinguiſned do make but one body of the matter 


to be e inch and applyed, and tho they be disoyned 
and 5 in the handling of them, yet they are 


— 


Artificlal, an per tlie moſt familiar as may be, with- 
on of too many Parts or curious Sub- 


diviſions of 'them, and after the Parts of the Diviſion 
are recited, then it is Proper to gather them together and 


A 


Joyned to the principal Subject to which they tend. 1 * | 


= ith 80 15 to 0 paſs on: ana the Explication of every Part 
ſitions, and here we may excitè and 


Gee Ape Attention of the Auditors, as we end the . 


ifion, or begin the Explication. 


thly 
Fark AS Above-faid. the Kinds of the Texts, according as 


to che Explication, beſides that we muſt ob- 


be either Hiſtorical, Prophetical, Dogmatic al. Or Pa- 4 


follows and proceeds. 


Spirit, which one may diſcern” from the two precedent 


H 


text. 4thly,'T e Hamnony 


* 


ceflary, firftof the. 


rabolical, we mult firſt open the body of the Text, and 
its Arguments there inferred: 2dly, The Context which - 
4, The principal End of the 


Points of Arguments, both of the Text and the Con- 
of Scripture, eſpecially of Pa- 
rallel Seri tires,” and therefore dotible knowledge is ne- 

Hary Tongges, and eſpecially the original 


iS, aud" 6 N true esel and hs uſe of the - 
pas as a s 4 1 ; Words 


Words and Phraſes in them, with diligent looking into 
the variety of the Greek, and Ancient and Modern Ver- 
. fions, for in them one may l ind divers Expreſſions 
which will help the underſtanding ſo much the better, 
contained under the Vail of Words. The other thing 
that is neceſſary, is a good knowledge of Theological 
things, in the common Places of matters there treated of, 
for ſo one ſhall better underſtand. the Points to be hand- 
led, and ſhall. propheſy according to the Analogy of 
Faith, laying down ſolid Fonndations for the Parti- 
culars to be held forth, if one follows the Method a- 
bove- mentioned, as ſhall add a General Head after the 
Explication of every Part, which may end with a re- 
petition of the Text thus Eplain ed. 
SGthly, Now as to the Doctrines or Inſtructions, after 
we have ſhown the plain and true Deduction of the un- 
folded Text, we mult clear it, and confirm it by Proofs 
/ ̃² a nen 63 21. a9D 06 
, From other Paſſages, which muſt not only be re- 
cited, but Explained briefly; and if the Inſtruction 
drawn be very clear, it is not ſo much to purpoſe, 
_ toalledge for Proofs, Divers, and many Laie but 
one or two will ſuffice, and the others whielF'may he 
erpreſſed, may be referved, to ſerye in the Uſe and 
Bpplication-of che Point .. n n r 
adly, From Examples, which for the molt part ought 
to be taken out of the Holy Scriptures ,, but alſo in 
part from the Hiſtory of good Authors, and from Ex- 
perience. Theſe mult be proper, agrecable to the Ana: 
legy of Faith, apparent and more than :probables, and 
they muſt be taken but from , good ,and approved 
Authors, of ſuch as are Reverenced, and, of good re- 
port, and yet, but a few., they muſt. not be many in 
à Sermon, for beſides the loſs of Time in gathering 
up many, we derogate from the Majeſty of Divine 


£297 | 
Truths by too great a mixture of what is humane: 
And if they be taken out of light and doubtful Au- 
thors, or fuch as are fabulous, eſpecially if the reci- 
ted Hiſtories Ig) the Vulgar belief, and have little 
appearance of Truth, it depreciates the Authority of 
the Preaching of the Word: Nay, it inſenſibly under- 
mines the Authority of the Scriptures, as if they did 
not furniſh us with Examples of greater and:more con- 
ſiderable things, and more Rare than Humane Writings. | 
And this they do, who Study to feed. Curious Ears 
with Humane Hiſtories ; even ſuch as are Pagan and 
Anti-chriſtian, which makes an Oſtentation of greater 
and rarer things in appearance and ſhew, than the Ho- 
ly Scripture ; for it is, in ſome ſort, to Bravade the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and to debaſe its Authority, in making it 
to contain things leſs admirable and rare. This gives 
occaſion to Carnal minds to think meanly of the Holy 
Writings, and to take the liberty to Level Scripture 
Hiſtories with thoſe. that are Prophane, and to dif pute 


1 Examples of Holy Scriptures, particularly 


thoſe of the Old Teſtament, which is done moſt. dan- 
gerouſly by two ſorts of Examples and Hiſtories. The 
Feſt: ſort is, of the Writings and Fabulous Hiſtories of 
pretended, or even of true Saints, which the Papiſts 
have invented. For the Examples which are drawn 
from divers and extraordinary Miracles, to advance 
Popiſh Saints, have a Tendency to darken, (for it is to 
this end the Devil hath cauſed them to be invented.) 
the Examples of the Scriptures, as not approaching 
their pretended ones. Oh Impiety ! to obſcure the 
Glory of Divine Miracles, by ſuch as are Fabulous. 
And, which is worſe, they are invented for the con- 
firming of ſome Impiety and Falſity. The other is of 
MS E fabulous 
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fabulous Hiſtories of Pa ans, " God Aras of Pro- 5 
e Poets, and their falſe Gods and Goddeſſes; efpe- 


| cially hen compared and parallel d with the Exatn- g 
ple of God the Father, and Son, or the Holy Ghoſt... 


| For theſe Examples have the ſame effect with thoſe of 
che Popiſh Legends. And again, they Prophane the 
Name bf God, when the Actions of God, either the 
Father, or the Son, or the Holy Ghoſt, are Repreſen- 
ted, or Confirmed, or otherwiſe Cleared, by the pretend- - 
ed Actions of ſuch falſe Gods, whoſe. Names ought - 


not to be in our Months. . And, from their aboundirig 


il Number, the whote Diſcourſe: may be rendered Tufpi- : 


Cious, ſince it is ſtuffed with Allegations, which we 


know, by the very e them, to be abſolutely falſe. 
O Intollerable Impiety ! O moſt Deteſtable Falfity! 7 


| | Wherefore, whoſvever will Preach Piouſly, muſt take 
wy heed oof Iving -offence to the Divine Majeſty, in uſing 


| them in t heating of Pious Ears. Alſo t © Apoſtle : 
in Timothy, exhorts all faithful Miniſters to take heed 


j to them Elves ; Nay, doth charge them, very. ftrietly 
| not to uſe Ar at all, Groe uo heed. to Fables, 1 Tim. - 


25 OH Wives Fables, 455 Exerciſe thy ſelf rather un. 


10 Godlineſe, oppoſing them to the Nottiſhment, in 


be worde F ſaith, aud of ſound Dottri ine; which we 
dust diligentiy follow, as appears in reading with 
#1 cis 5e 2. the 6th v. and Tit. 1. 9. 14. He muſt not 


give heed- to Judicial Fables, According to the Com- 


mand ments Men, which do turn from he Trith. For, 
Wi indeed, Men are eaſily perverted by ſuch” fabulous Hi 
We ſtories, and, by ſuch Ebulons Re ga are tempted to 


make 0 treat Account of the 


uth, as appe 2 5 too 


in chem whole Ears are TieKing and — | 


1 J. and Chap. 4. v. 7. Refuſe (faith he) -Prophime = 
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If ve would plerce the Hear, and not Prophanely 
tickle the — we muſt, uſe, other ſort of Examples. 
But if we F fe i * ometimes we may, Pagan Hiſtories, 
A apparently true, ſo in thoſe 
wh e Chriſtian Hearers unto. an Ho- 
1y 8 2 of — that they ſhou d need to be 
advanced in vertuous Examples, by the Heathens and 
Pagant: And we may uſe them alſo, for this end, 
when it is needful and convenient, to diſcover. the 
Impiety and Iniquity of Men in the State of Nature; 
Fw and obſerving nevertheleſs, that which the 

poſtle ſays, Eph. 5: 12. That. it is ever Anſeemly. fo | 
Fog 4 hoſe things, which are done of themgin ſecret > | 
As alſo, to convince the Adverſaries, even by their 
own Hiſtories, if our Diſcourſe leads. us to confute 
ſome Errors, or ſome fault of theirs. And on ſuen 
oOccaſions, and for ſuch ends, one may ſometimes al- 
ledge ſome Examples of the Hiſtories and Writings, f 
the Papiſts, and particularly, the Infamous Life and 4 
Death of ſome of their Popes, and other Impoſtors. 
Wherefore it is neceſſary, that he that will Preach; ] 
well, ſhould alſo Exerciſe Pimſelf in the reading of all 
ſorts of Hiſtories, that he may chuſe out, and uſe the 
fit ones, when it is ſeaſonable ; but eſpecially, he ought: . ? 
to give himſelf to the reading of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ries, Antient and Modern, for it is chiefly from them 
that we are to draw out Examples: ; and eſpecially the? 
Hiſtories of the Martyrs, whoſe Deeds, Sayings and 
Sufferings are ſo much he more Remarkable, becauſe 1 
they were guided and aſſiſted more particularly by the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to the promiſe; of our Lord, 
in the 10th of Ma. And therefore what is alledged 
of this kind, comes nearer to the Wire given by 


E 2 the 


i 


= the Holy Ghoſt, and it is an Accompliſhment. of that 


which it hath foretold and promiſed. And read thoſe 


WW Hiſtories moſt; which do give an Account of the ful- 
= filling of the Predictions and Prophefies of the Old 
and New Teſtament. . And therefore read only 


= thoſe of the Martyrs, but the Hiſtories of all other 


= forts of People, of whom the Prophetical Text dg 
peak. This will appear neceſſary to one that. would 
Preach on Daniel and the Revelation, and Mat. 24. 
End other Propheſies of - the Old and. New Teſta- 


* 5 ment. i 


- 3dly, The Doctrines and Inſtructions muſt be clear- 


ed an conſirmed from Reaſons, agreeable unto the 
Wy Scripture, and drawn accordingly, and, for the moſt 


part, from the Word of God. And therefore as in 
proving by Examples, we muſt not recede from Scri- 

re, no more muſt it be done in confirming by rea- 
ſons, which may be fetched and learned from the 
Holy Scripture. And therefore, he that prepares him- 
elf to Preach; fhall do well to Labour to diſcern well 


= the Proofs and Paſſages which prove, by way of Rea- 


ſons, the ſeveral Doctrines of Truth, that he may re- 
ferve them for their proper place and ſeaſon. Now 
cho thoſe. Proofs, by Paſſages of Scripture Examples 
and Reaſons, may be Propounded in this Order, ne- 
WW. vertheleſs, one may, as his ſubject leads him, begin with 


tz Examples, Namely; in the - Hiſtorical Texts, and 


ſometimes with - Reaſons, Namely, in the Dogmatical 

Texts. 5 | 2 = N 

7, After the Proofs, as they may be neceſſary more 

or- leſs for the Confirmation of the Doctrine, will fol- 

low ſeaſonably the Uſes, which may be Divers as the 
Apoſtle ſhews, 2 In. 3. 16. The firſt Uſe is, a Uſe of 


Convicbiou. 


#. 


Ear - 


Conviction, and Confutation of ſome Errors in the Faith” 

or Service of God, or in the Life and Converſation, 
which is done in ſhewing how the Doctrine, raiſed 
from the Text, and confirmed, is altogether contrary. 
And ſuch Conviction ought to be done more. particular- 
iy againſt the Errors of the times which do Reign, or 


are in danger to-be-introduced in the Church of God; 


for it is expedient, nay neceſſary too, that all Er- 
rors of that ſort be throughly confuted. As for the 
Antient Hereſies and Haſphemies, they muſt never be 


ſtirred, but when the occaſion doth fitly preſent it ſelf; 


when they are Buried, it is not ſeaſonable to ſpeak of 


them, but it is dangerous to reveal them, leſt Men of 


corrupt Minds fhould ſuck them in, and for fear the 
weak and ſimple ſhould be foiled; nay, and leaſt 
tender Conſciences ſhould be tempted thereby, eſpeci- 
ally when they are great Blaſphemies, as thoſe Old. 


Errors and Herefjes are. 


Now, as in the allegation of Hiſtories, ſo in Here- 


ſies, there muſt be care taken, leſt inſtead of being 


Preachers of the Word of God, we become the Com- 
mon Crpers of the Words and Doctrines of Men; nay, 
of the Devil himſelf. There muſt be alſo a Judici- 
ous Diſcretion,» that in accuſing ſome Antient Here- 
ticks, we do not, amongſt them, blame the Innocent 
and Holy Perſons, who did not hold thoſe Errors 


which ſome. do attribute to them, but are Calumnies 


of their Adverſaries ; whereas, in their time and day, 
they did diſcover Errors and Abuſes, and ſo their Ene- 
mies. Perſecuted them, not only by Fire and Blood, the 
Stake and the Sword, but alſo by the Poiſonous Er- 


rors of their fatfe Tongues. Thoſe who have read 


the Hiſtories of the YVaudois and Albigeois, and ſome 


ſigna 


1 ; 


$ 
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ſignal Perſons. among them, and have read the other 
of. Papiſts, upon the Controverlies, they may - perceive, 
= by ſuch Errors and Hereſies, which are fallly attributed 
=_— unto them by the | Papiſts, and by forme Miniſters 
among the Reformed, Who wind and blow the Horn 
of Calumniation after them, under the ſpecious pre- 
tence that they are great diſcerners of Hereſies, name- 
1y ; Antient Hereſies, but they really Calumniate the Or- 
thodox, many a time, with Notorious indiſcretion and 
groſs Ignorance. We mult not- alſo, under the ſame 
pretence, tho' when all is pretended, it is but vain 
Oſtentation, I {ay, we mult not multiply the Opinions 
of divers Hereticks, as well to avoid the horridneſs of 

Calumniating Good Men, as alſo, not to fill the Spirits 
of Slight and Light Goſpelers, with a multitude of other 


_ Mens Conceptions; nor muſt we add our own, with ap- 
fo pearance of Reaſon ; that becauſe there are diverſity 
\ of Sentiments and Opinions upon ſuch Doctrines, we 


our ſelves alſo may take liberty to conceive and di- 
vulge ſomething of our own upon them, eſpecially if 
we hear that ſome Noted Perſons among the Antients, 
have conceived diverſly, and contrary to ſome of the 
Orthodox Doctrines. Therefore we muſt not meddle, 
to Name ſuch divers Opinions of Great Men among 
the Antients. But in the neceſſary confuting the Reign- 
ing Errors or Hereſies, or new buddings forth of 


them, which we find are conformable, and like to thoſe 
of the Antient Hereticks, and moſt of all known to 
be ſo, and Infamous, it will be moſt: convenient to 
ſhew, how. Satan heretofore overcame in ſuch Heretickt, 
and now promotes the , ſame intereſt, in the Preſent. 


and New Inſtruments: of his Kingdom. 
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«rpg Conformity cannot but be very odious unto the 
Godly Auditors, and will engerider in chem ſo much 
the greater deteſtation, ſince That the Doctrines pro- 
bunded and confirmed from the Scriptures, ' do ſo 
learh overthrow them. Thus in confuting the Errors 
bit lereſies, we th may enter into the Cofitroverſie f 
the times, but not to. handle them throughout, but 
on o much and fo. far as the Doctrine treated of 
gives occaſion, and no further, - leſt there be a ſpending - 
of . too much time, and leſt it ſhould anticipate 360 | 
Bez Judice the, ther following very neceſſary Uſes in „ 
ppticafion, Which would not Have their full con- 
tap time, if theſe Controverſies be too much follow. 
ed, afid in their fulleft extent; and, indeed, great heed | 
ruſt be taken, that whilſt ong is mitch taken u About 
man *Controyethics, that there be fiot a loft : 
Piech, under } pretence of cftabliſhing "the: Truth, Which 
even, Eran to the Antient Proverb, doth. Loſe it 
ſelf in too much debating and contending. Alſo we muſt - 
have à Care here, of that which the Apoſtle cautions . 
us. about, I. . 6. 20. and in 2 Tim. 1 23. For as he 
faith in His firſt Epiſtle, (Bap. 6. We muſt not be of 
thoſe that fooliſhly dote after Queſtions and Debates uf 
Words,. which: engender engy, rife, Planters, anl falfe - 
furmiſes. "'Wherefofe alſo, we muſt well look to our 
{elves in this matter, not to accufe any, no, not tlie 
formal Adyerſaries, of Errors, which, in Truth, they 
hold not. A likewiſe, on the other ide, We muſt be 
very wary, {hi 7 under pretence of confuting the © 
Frog: pl Of the 15 efaritss to the Truths of Chriſt, 
we do not rather eſtabliſh Ertors, by confuting them 


either fcebly, and without Judgment, or, as Prevatica- 
tors, and not ſincerely. | Ih bats 


244% 7 


. - :2dly, And this we maſt keep our ſelves from in the 
Second Uſe, which ſhould be of Correction and Redar- 
gution, ſo much charged upon the faithful Paſtors, and 
ſo much Practiced, with real Prudence, by the Holy Pro- 
hets and Apoſtles. For this is it, for which the Lord 
has more particularly made his Miniſters of the Wo rd, 
Matehmen, Overſeers, and InſpeFors, or Biſhops, that in 
marking, obſerving, and taking notice of the ſcandalous, 
perverſe, and wicked Manners of Men, and of their Er- 
tors and Hereſies, they muſt and ought to reprehend, re- 
buke and reprove them, ſo far as they ſwerve from, and 
walk contrary to the true Doctrine, that the good Mini- 
ſter and Faithful Servant of God hath expounded, de- 
clared and applyed. And therefore, notwithſtanding that, 
be muſt, reprove all wicked practices; yet he mult moſt 
particularly reprove thofe which fall under his inſpecti- 
on; but in ſuch a manner, not ſo to particularize all the 
fins of the Wicked, and. the vile unknown Arts of moſt 
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reſting, that Mens Sins and Wickedneſſes may appear 
uch as they be, even altogether ſinful, exceeding ſinful 
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ence, and i in | the Nene and Power of hs Ho- | 
ly Ghoſt, the ſinner may be caſt down and put to ſhame 
before the Lord, and before his People. Therefore: all 
Arguments which may be drawn from the Text, and the 
Dodtrine drawn from it, mult be preſſed, forced and ur- 
ged with threatnings, unto the Impenitent and Obdurate. 
Fem emporal, Spiritual and Eternal Judgments, mult be de- 
. 8 upon all hardned and impenitent e 11 


, And thus we ſhall commodiouſly paſs on untq a 
9 1 , Namely, of Exhortation, as well as dehorting 

from the contrary evil, as in exhorting to the Dan 
which correſponds with the Doctrine drawn from the 
Text. For this end and Re we muſt gather all 
proper Motives which are found in the Text, in each par- 
ticular Branch of the Application, eſpecially when it is 
upon a Parabolical Text, and a Text that provides and 
furniſhes the Light of Similitudes and Reſem lances, as on 
all other Texts; alſo in ſome ſort or other, peculiar unto 


their Nature and Condition. And even for this place, 


we may reſerve ſome Paſſages, which would have too 
much abounded in the explication, in like manner, we 
may do with ſome Examples and Reaſons of the Point, | 
which may be reſerved, and may more aptly. come in 
here, ſo much the more to move and gain upon the af- 
Fc&ions, and to ſtir the hearers up either to the abhor- | 
rence and forſaking of all fins, or to the full purſuit of all 
that is good and holy. And after all is done, one proper } 
means, to awaken and allure the good hearers, are the 
precious promiſes of God, which are in the Text, or | 
may be applyed by the confronting and 8 of 
other Scripture Paſlages. 4 


$6. _ 


wr” 444, ew 
bh, And here we may come to that, which we ought 
to conelude the whole, Namely, the 35 Uſe, which is an. 
ef Comfort, either in general, into the Cure of 
God, or in particular, wnto the particular Souls, which. 
rere Members of 'Chrift ; I fay, the comforts which pro- 
ceed from ſuch a Doctrine. And this muſt be done with 
Wy fingular prudence, according to the exigence and neceſſity 
of the times, and the People, we have to deal. with, ei- 
ther for the preſent, or for that which is in proſpect. 
Now. as the Conuiions, Redarguations and Exhottatians. 
way be many, fo may the Conſolations be many and di- 
Vers, and fo much the more, as one draws towards the 
& Conclafion'; fo much the more, ought he to be holily. 
= warmed himfelf, and be filled with Divine Conſolations, 
8 chere is no Truth of. Chriſt, but does abundantly. Ad- 
miniſter and furniſh it, if it be well digeſted and under- 
food, and to Comfort others, with thè Comforts where- 
Wich he is Comforted of God ; and we muſt pronounce 
and utter them, with the moſt endearing and affecting im- 
a 3 as ts poſſible, according to the Text and Do- 
Ss &rine contained in it, to the end, that the faithful 
bearers may fee themſelves, by means of the true and ſo- 
ua Doarine, nouriſhed in Grace, and quickened to the in- 
= crcafing in the knowledge and true Grace of God, and> 
neay at length be conſummated in the State of Glory, andi 
BE pas in the keeping of Gods Commandments from Eartn 
I wo Heaven. Thus one may make an excellent conclufion 
pon the main and firſt Doctrine, if one handles but one, 
er upon the laſt Doctrine, if he handles divers, paſling - 
dom every one of them, by ſome apt and fit tranſition, 
che Conſolation Adminiſtred from the foregoing Do- 
We &rine ;. ſo, I fay, the Concluſion, in which ſome do make 
a ſhort repetition. of the heads, that have been _ : 


| E . 
and infiſted on) may be made, by a Conſolation, very o- 
fortable, which the Gracious Soul foretaſting on Earth, 
ſhall moſt perfectly enjoy in Heaven. 
24%, Now the methodupon ſome Seftion, or Sabbath. | 
Pivition of the Catechiſip, is allo cher Cryptic and 
Hidden, or Tecknic and Artificial. MP „ 
7 2 Cryptic is Practiced in the ſame manner as on 
a Text, according to the Principal ſubject of a Text. 
aal, The Artificial may be Practiced in two manners. 
The Firſt is, the following of the Propoſition, and 
particularly the reſolving of every Queſtion and Anſwer | 
into their {everal Parts, and making inferences from them, 
according to the order in which they are laid down, witk 
convenient inſtruction upon every principal Propoſition. ! 
This method, if one be not careful, will be very long, and 
therefore, if we choole to follow it, we ſhould ſee that ir 
be not too long, nor too ſhort, and ſo mult, ſhorten the 
Inferences from every Propoſition, or inſiſt chiefly on 
ſome of the principal parts, not ſtaying upon the others, 
but only analizing then. 1 fot lb 
zal, The ſecond manner, is the l upon a clear 
and ſhort Indication of the Parts, and of their Argu- 
ments, with ſome brief and familiar Analyſis of the Que- 
ſtions and Anſwers, to propoſe to ones ſelf, and unto 
„ , @NRES Auditors, the principal. points. of the common place 3 


Of it, or of the Controverſie Dann! here under a 
Section of the Catechiſm, we may handle it more fullyß 
than upon a Text: Regarding however, and having a rer 
ſpect unto that which is moſt neceſſary, and fitteſt for the ? 
hearers, and for the preſent Circumſtances, and enlarg- 
ing upon the Explication.of the common place, or the 
point of Controverſie, and the Heads that have been 
touched upon, making the proper uſes as on a Text, ane 
5 85 | F 2. 4s 
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as is expedient for the ſeaſon: So the ſame Heads may 
be handled, or with changing of the Heads, as often 
as the Sabbath ſhall return; and yet ſtill the Application 
may very much vary, according to the particular oc- 
eurrences in ſeveral years. Fhe faithful Miniſter ought 
co conſider this carefully, and do accordingly, prayin 
= continually unto the Lord for his ſpecial aſſiſtance an 
direction, who knows in his infinite wiſdom, what is 
ws moſt for his own Glory, and what will make and tend 
moſt to the Edification of his People, which he has 
= committed to his Praying Miniſter. © 
= Now, for a clofe of all, whatſoever method we uſe, 
= whether upon a Fext, or upon the Catechiſm, the faithful 
BS Miniſter of the Goſpel, muſt endeavour tliat the Stile and 
the Phraſe be neat, clear and intelligible, grave and ſober, 
becoming the Holy matters he treats of. He muſt put 
= away, not only all Slovenlineſs and-Sordidneſs, but all 
= tightneſs and ſcurrility: And altho the diverſity of the 
matters may require ſome diverſity of Stile, neverthe- 
leſs, every one may make uſe of the Gift of Words, 
| nay; of Eloquence, ſo he joyn it with Prudence, when 
= he is explaining: the more proper Phraſes to inform the 
Ss Judgment; and in the making of the Application, he 
8 ſhould uſe the moſt fit and proper -expreſhons that he 
Ws can. to ſtir up the ers: And this is to be done,Aﬀect ons 
without vain and odious Oftentation, when Aﬀectahoy 
= be is che Mouth of the People, and his own, in Pray- 
er unto God; and God's mouth in-Preaching to the Peo- 
ple. This maſt be avoided in all Diſcourſes, whether 
= we ſpeak-unto Cod, or unto Men, efpecially in- Dif- 
Ws courſes of the Word of God: Simplicity does beſt agree 
with Divine Truths, for in this manner, the Scripture 
is given to us: Yet; at the. ſame time, it carries its Ma- 


kſty. 


Fſty very ſenfibly in the Hearts of the faithful: We 


are then ta retain the form of wholſom Words, as 


well as the Matter, both in Preaching, and in our or- 
dinary Diſcourſe. For this. purpoſe, one may; and 
ought to take pains to premeditate both the Things 
and the: Words: Yet however, a Man is not ſo. to tye 
up himſelf, that if God giveth. the faculty of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf better, he ought not to reſtrain himſelf, 
when God enlargeth the heart and opens the mouth. 
This may be done by fixing well in our memory, by 
ſerious and painful ſtudy, the Principal Periods in eve- 
ry part, from the exordium to the concluſion. For by 
this means, if better Things and Words do occur, they 
may be made uſe of, and, without any trouble, we 
may take up again the thread of our Diſcourſe. Un- 
to which end, as on the one ſide, we muſt not neg- 
lect the neceſſary Preparation ; ſo on tlie other, we 
muſt encourage our (elves; in God, and endeavour to 
Preach. by faith: F mean not only by Faith on the 
Word of God, which we Preach, but by Faith on the 
Promiſe of God, that he will be with us in the Work; 
and aſſiſſ us in it. Therefore we muſt implore his 
Preſence and Powerful Aſſiſtance, behaving du ſelves 
in all humility, and ſeeking only his Glory, and the 
beſt Edification of his People in diſpenſing his Word. 
This is that, which wilt moſt of all ſtrengthen the 
mam and help it to apt and good concepti- 
ons, and will corroborate the Memory, more than the 
Rules ef the Art of Memory; of which, if any one 
makes uſe; of, let him take heed, that by thoſe Me- 
morials Real, on Verbal, he chargeth not only his 
lemory more than needeth, but alſo his underſtanding 
xd Fancies and Ideas, and. ſuch 8 Bo. 
Ds table. 


1997, 
table to che Holineſs of the Work we nn The 
beſt Helps for the Art of Memory, ought to be taken 


from a good Logical, and Theological Digeſtion of the 
Matter we are to treat of. Unto this alſo may ſerve, 


4 prudent dif rling of fit and 4 t Similitudes, through 
"ul the parts bf: ou? our Diſcourſe; for they are as ſo ma- 
ny Pillays, ſet to uphold and bear up 7the Memory': 
And as for Similitudes, we ought to know that they 
are neceſſary "ent 2h all the Parts of a Diſcourſe, 
for the help of the Memory, not only of the — 
er, but alſo of the Hearer; And even for to clear ſo 
much the more their underſtandings, in explaining fa- 
miliarly, and by proper reſemblances, the things pro- 
pounded. They muſt not be too frequent, nor heaped 
one upon another, but they muſt be ſcattered here 
and there with Diſcretion. Thoſe who ſtuff - theit 
Diſcourſes with too many Similitudes, may, by a conti- 
mual inteflacing of them, pleaſe ſome Auditors that 
ate leſs diſcreet, but will not give to the hongey- and 
thirſting Soul, the ſubſtantial and ſolid Meat of the 
Word of God ; I fay, they will not give them that 
nourifhinent which will feed Aid refreſh them. THeſe 
are! r one that ſhouid ſerve. His Guelswitho fits 


Lights, burning in avCandleitick' of Gold and Silver, 

without ſetting before them, filling and fatisfying 
Meat. Therefore we muſt not affect. Similitades, nor 
fedk out for affełted ones, but they muſt be taken End 
put conveniently, and aptly, and ho more than needs 
muſt, for to infotm and entighden n the Auditors in th 
matters to be underſtood, 
that in handling Parabolical [Texts the Similitudes'are 
more frequent, and as ffom 4 Conti eSUHbL but 
this oy becauſe thatthe-Texts are Compbſed if them, 


and 


or Practiſed. R is true, 


ind it ought te be uh Ge refüluls, as ave 1e 
heard, which Anſwers unte che gedetal and . 
lar ends of: tlig Parables. I fine; ther Fettes 


it dupht to be 16K" frequent, and no Tertwbat⸗ 
A op ” they ee nor! fetthedl afrbm things. 


extravagant "A and which is Fo | 
ar "knowledge'z finger W's Halt Be ati dent 
that are Famil Hr and Rhowti E. And pet fil ne-. 
$, Nor Fort mo op or ll beſceming,- mach 
lefs from Athy" things. For as at Meal and 
at Table. /wher = Has Gueſts at Supper,” he wilt: 
ing before them the beſt of Candles, as of the 
urelt Tallew and Greeteſt Wax, not ſtinking and na- 
fiy. Ingredients; to entertain the Gueſis be Loe and 
Kan 80 muſt it be with Similitudes, we muſt make - 
thoſe to ſhine, and to be grateful to the' Members 
and Diſci ples of Chriſt, and his Church and. People, 
his Favotitcs and Worthies, we muſt preſent” them with 
fweet thin and found, and that no way ſtinking and 
infections, 728 as give grace unto the hearers. Where. 
fore, here great caution is to be uſed about Similitndes - 
and Fables, for fear of uttering and Fe ab- 
fur'd things, and no way becoming, or ſuiting the 
fanctity and gravity of the Paſtoral Charge: One may 
8 2 very fit Fables, and meet with ſome 
| , as in the 9th of Jullges, of Trees, going 
beth . i to anoint them a King: But it muſt 
be rarely, and that the thing doth naturally preſent 
it ſelf; for altho' the Morals may be good, Tules and 
Fables ate not. e of. Boe manners, much 1 are 
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And as we muſt not ſet forth too many Similitudes, 


— 


nor all ſorts of Similitudes; S0 much leſs muſt we al: 


ledes' and bring in a Sermon too many ſayings, and 
ſentences, or all ſorts of ſayings and ſentences of Au: 
cal. I dont ſay, but 


thors, either Claſſical, or Eccleſis | | 
we may, and; ought ſometimes -;to alledge them, but 
it muſt be very -rarely- and very ſeaſonably. As par- 
ticularly then, when it is needful for the Miniſter and 
People toi fee; and know the Conformity between the 
Doctrine Preached and Preſſed, with that of the Anti- 
ent Dactors and Paſtors, and that thoſe of the pre- 
ſent Age Preach and Profeſs no other, but what hath 
been received in former Ages, and times of the great- 
eſt purity and ſimplicity. For by this means, the Ca- 
lumny of the Adverſaries without, and of the Hypo- 
crites, Worldly and Carnal Goſpelers within the Church 
of God, may be the better abated and reproved ; and 
the Paſtors and the faithful Hearers, are the more 


freed from falſe Accuſations of Novelty and Scrupulo- 
ſity. And therefore, we cannot more fitly alledge and 


bring them, than upon the Queſtions and Practices con- 
teſted by gain-ſaying Spirits, without and within the 
Doctrine or Practice upon, as the Papiſt do, who re- 
ſolve a great part of their Religion into Humane Au- 


— 


thority, after the way and manner of the Seribes and 
Phariſees, whom our Lord reprehends, in the Explica- 
tion of the Commandments on the 67% of Nat. For 
Religious Doctrines and Practices, | mult be. built and 
eſtabliſhed upon the Ground and Foundation, of Di- 


vine Authority. Quotations therefore, muſt not be 


brought, to ground what we Preach upon the Au- 


thority of humane Authors, but they are only to be 


made 
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made uſe of, to ſhew the agreement between them and 
us, in the Doctrine which is founded upon the Divine 
Authority of the Word. And therefore, as the ends of | 
the allegations ought to be very right, ſo they muſt be 
from the moſt Antient Authors, and of the moſt ſimple 
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and pure Antiquity. Or if the allegation be of the 
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more corrupt Ages, there were that have withſtood ho- 
lily and ſteadily the growing Errors and Corruptions, 
and have ſhined as Lights in the midſt of a corrupt 
and degenerate Age, and have in that their Age given 
ſome Witneſs unto the Truth. Theſe ought not to be 
alledged, unleſs it be to let Men fee that our very Ad- 
verſaries, when they are ſober, are Judges of the Trath 
- | - on our fide, And for that end, one may alledge ſome- 
times the moſt obſtinate Adverſaries. But it muſt be 
confeſled, that this may have more place in Contro- 
verſies, than in Sermons. for in Sermons, theſe Allega- 
tions are not ſo proper, and agree not ſo well with 
2 end and inſtitution of Preaching the Word of 
Iheſe therefore muſt be uſed, but very ſparingly - ? 
and rarely: And as we muſt alledge but the beſt Au- 
thors, ſo it muſt be the beſt of their Sentences. For 
as we muſt not quote all ſorts of Authors ( ſince it is 
the Voice of the Lord, that muſt ſound and be heard ³⁵ 
whilſt the word is Preached ) but the beſt only; ſo 
alſo we muſt not produce all manner of Sentences and 
Sayings, but only thoſe which are moſt ſincere, delight- 
ful, and ſavory, ſuch as are moſt full and pithy, the 
moſt conciſe, and that help the underſtanding, and 
move the Holy Affections. Now as amongſt the beſt” 
Authors, the chiefeſt and moſt Famous Doctors and Ma- 
ſters of the Primitive Church, and the ſucceſſive Re- } 
= 3 * formed 


| 
| 
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reformed: Churches ʒ ef 


pecially thoſe that have been 


Lonteflors and Plartyrs Of our Lord Jefus Chriſt; are to 


be principally eited, ſo their ſhort and ejaculatory Corr- 
feſlions to God and Mien, and their 89 0 Aphoriſms, 
are moſt worthy onr regard. ; Becauſe they come near- 
er to the Holy Scriptures ; for according to that Pro- 
miſe, Mat. 10. 20. It hath not been them which Have 
3 ſpoken, but the Spirit of God, our Farher, and their Fa- 

ther, which hath ſpoken in them. And indeed theſe 


are the Deeds, Aphoriſms,. and Sentences, which may 


be alledged, with. moſt. Edification unto the faithful 
Hearers. Now how far we nay. alledge-the Sayings, 
and Sentences of tlloſe Authors in Preaching, we can- 
not better conceive nor expreſs, than it is in the Arti- 
cle of the Diſcipline o 2 Churches of France, worthy 
for this, purpoſe, to be noted and Practieed by all Pa- 
ſtors.— In theſe :words, Miniſters inſt he ' moderate in 
alledging.--the 1 * Antient. Doors, and mith more 
Prophane Authors and iftories Artie. XII. Wherefore 
the manner of cn that thoſe have, which af 
fect the n e of. gone and is wif ga fill their Ser- 
mons with them is not to be 4 5 lpecra 
of thoſe who do mot content Te, to fff = 
with Citations of the beſt, but do cite 'Azithors inndif- 
ferently, and without diferetion, both good and bad, 
and that not only among the Beelefabbicks, but alſo 


among the | Claſfecks 5: And especially Who do not 


e out ſome ſpecials Sentences; and thoſe of Au- 
thors of beſt repute, but report the moſt vulgar and 
common amongſt them, if ſo be they can but ſay they 
Name ſome Author or other. For, Fr, there is an 
| Aﬀectation-and-manifeft Oſtentation which becomeflI no - 
Man, much lels a 9 leaſt of all a Miniſter of 


the 


the Goſpel; who ought ta propound to himſelf !$p * 
knom- nothing amongſt a People, but! Jeſus Chriſt, ad 
kim Crucified; and to Preach and Praftice in the great- 

eſt ſimplicity: Not only muſt . bei fhdw. in his iLife, 
alſo. But When he comes with Oſteitation of Words, 
and of great Reading, and ſhew of much Learning, and 
inſight into Authors, to be admired by the unlearned 

People r is chis to Preach in the Name, ard in t̃he 

ſtead of the Lord, according 'to: his: Duty und Office 5 

O no! Truly theſe Preach up theniſelves in thkir 
phanſies, and in the phanſies of their ignorant Hear- 
ers: But to the judicious and diſcreet Auditors, theß 
betray and diſtover their on Ignorance and Follxß. 
But that which is worſe, is, Serondly, That they be- 

. get prejudices in the hearts of their Auditors, againſt * 

their Miniſtry, and go about to depreciate the Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures; for inſtead of keeping 
up in the Conſtiences of Men and Women, the Throne 
of. Authority which God erects there by his Word, 
theſe conceited Quoters of Fathers and other Authors, 
erect a humane Throne in the hearts of the People 
to their great diſadvantage. For the Auditors ordi- 
narily hearing nothing elſe, or nothing ſo much as the 
Authority of ſuch and ſuch an Author, and of ſuch 
and ſuch Men, and eſpecially when Named Saints ande 
Holy Fathers, ſueh a Father, and ſuch a Saint, NV NM 
ſays this and xhus, inſtead of hearing ths © ſaith the; * 
Lord, thus ſaith the Lord my God, and Jeſus Chriſt; WM 
and tlie Holy Ghoſt, or thus fax the Hojy Pen Men 
of Scripture Which were Divinely infpired, are taken < 
off tha; Scriptures, and their faith! is -fibje&ed to the 
Dominion pf Men. iT heſe Preachers do W I 
0000 * WS | | ns || 


Mans Authority upon the Conſtience, impoſe upon 


aur Faith and Practice, which they ground upon the 
dictates and ſayings of Men, contrary to that of the 
Apoſtle Paul, Eph=2. 20. We' ought to be built upon the 
Foundation. of - the i Apoſtles aud Prophets; Jeſut Chriſt him- 

ſelf being the chief Coruer Stone. The Faith of the 


Hearers is in great danger of being perverted, when 
ſcarce in a whole Sermon they hear one Prophet or 
Apoſtle | Named, but a very great Number of Eccleſi- 


affical Authors, nay, and alſo of Claſſical; And again, 
when the Auditors ſhall hear the very ſentences of 
Scripture Quoted, as the ſayings of Men, without re- 


ference to the Book of Scripture, whence they are Ori- 


and argues a great contempt of it in the Preacher, 


who ſtamps a bumane Authority on the-Divine Ora- 


cles. e i * 1 
3dly, There is yet this evil in it, that not only the 


Authority of Men is ſet up and erected in Mens Con- 


ſciences, inſtead of the Authority of Scripture: But al- 
ſo it is often the Authority of thoſe Men, which have 


contributed more or leſs, to the corrupting of the 


Truth of God, this exceedingly eſtabliſhes the Error 
and Corruption. For when Men hear the Names, not 
only of the Principal Doctors of the more pure 
Church, but of the Church, inclining to err in the 
Faith, and Leaning to Superſtition, quoted and alled- 


ged with the Denomination of Holy Fathers, and Per- 

| {ons of great Judgment, their Authority! being ad- 
vanced/ amongſt! the Auditors, Errors and Abuſes, do 

| helped to introduce ſeveral Errors into the Church of 

| Jeſus Chriſt. For what will not the inward temptati-: 


- 
— 


ons of the Fleſh, and the outward temptations of the 
World, and of Anti- chriſt, and his Crew ſuggeſt in this 
Caſe > Will you not, ſay theſe wicked Temptations, 

believe and follow the Doctrines and Practices of the 
Church” of Rome, ſince they were held by ſuch and 
ſuch Holy Fathers, Great and Famous Men, knowing 
and learned Perſons, even as your own Miniſters do 
call them, and allow them to be, when they ſo fre- 
quently acquaint you with their ſayings and ſenten- 
ces? The Truth is, the myſtery of Iniquity hath ope- 
rated in ſuch Ages, in which divers of the alledged 
Authors never thought, nor imagined that this would 
be the dangerous conſequence, of ſome Doctrines and 
Practiſes, which is ſaid to have been fomented by 


6 


them, or which they have let ſlip without good heec I 


and attention, whereby they have unhappily promote& 
the ends, which the Spirit of Anti- chriſt hath pro- 
pounded to himſelf, and has been effectually purſu- 
ing ſince their Deceaſe : And after he is happily diſco- 
vered, by the bleſſed Reformation, in the Proteſtant 
Churches, he works again under pretence of Antient 
and Holy Fathers milepplied by Anti- chriſt, and re- 
eommended by others, whether upon deſign, or other- 


wiſe, themſelves beſt know: This prepares People to 


receive Arti-chriſtian Errors, by being thus prejudiced 
and prepoſſeſſed with the Authority of fuch Writers, 
about their ſentiments and ſayings. But we know that 
from the times of the Apoſtles, the Myſtery of Iniquity 


began te work, much more then ſix, or ſeven, or eight 


hundred years after, unto theſe laſt Ages. Therefore; T - 


will reverence and receive Antiquity, ſo far as to keep 


my ſelf free, for the Truth of the Word of God, with--. 
out entertaining any thing that oppoſes it, or is incon- 
61790 N Eh ſiſtent: 


ſiſtent with it. The great noiſe, that the venerable 
| Names, and Titles of Saints, doth make, obſtructs and 
hinders the propogating of the Truth, and helps rather 
unto the reception of Errors and Corruptions, and ſb 
much the more, that in the (44h) place ſuch ĩmportu- 
nate and unſeaſonable Allegations of Antient Writers, vi- 
lify and decry the true ſolid and {imple Preaching of the 
Word, and occaſions a diſdain, and a ilighting of the 
= Word of God among the Auditors, which are pleaſed 
| and tickled with this yain ſort of Preaching -: For as the 
{ I ure and ſimple Preaching of the Goſpel, which is the 
| | We of God through faith unto ſalvation, needs not ſuch 
Allegations and ſpecious Authority of Men, ſo it is to 
them that are Preachers of fuch Sermons, a fort of fool- 
ilhneſs: And, by I know not what fort of contagion; | 
their Auditors learn to diſpiſe the moſt faithful and : 
learned followers of Chriſt his Preaching, and in a diſ- | 
dain to call them ſimple and filly Preachers; And from 
thence to take liberty to cenſure the moſt holy and ſin- 
cere Sermons, which would edify them to the doing of 
good, and which would keep them from Corruption of 
Errors and Vice: But they ſuperciliouſly contemn ſuch 
plain Sermons as are not high enough, as they pretend, for 
their exalted Genius, which muſt be ſerved with profound 
and deep Speculations. For they not only ſay it, but by 
their exceſſive Praiſes of theſe Men- pleaſing Preachers, 
would make it thought by the vulgar, that they Preach 
to them high matters, and that the other Preachers can- 
not Preach ſo Learnedly and Politely, but only ſet forth * 
ſome vulgar things, that moſt People know, and that in a 
homely. dreſs. This turns to the manifeſt Contempt of 
the Holy Miniſtery in its pure and right diſcharge: but 
that which is worſe, unto the prejudice of their o] Edi- 
1 fication, 


— 


— 


1 25 1 . 
fication, en i them that hear them, who are carried 
away by ſuch vanity. For both the one and the other, 

profit not by the Inſtructions, which are drawn from the © 

Ware HE Et Nins ENT S708 
So in the 5th place, whilſtthat by ſuch empty Allegati- 

ons the time alloted, for the Exerciſe runneth out, the 
main things in the Text, Namely,the Inſtructions, Conſo- 
lations, Exhortations, and Redargutions, which do lively 
flow from the Text, are not much, or not at all touched. 
And as heretofore the Maſs pleaſed, becauſe it did not 
bite; ſo ſuch Preachers do pleaſe, becauſe that Men are 
not much diſturbed in their Carnal Pleaſure or Profits, 
and but little awed with the tremendous Authority of 
the Sword of the Word, but are left in Security, by being 
accuſtomed to the feeble and unhallowed words of Men. 

For theſe reaſons then, and others of the like nature, 

he that will Preach uſefully, muſt avoid needleſs Allegati- - 

ons of Authors in his Preaching, even of thoſe Authors 
who are called Fathers, Antient and Modern, but let him - 
uſe them ſparingly and with Judgment, leſt he expoſe - 
himſelf, Miniftry and People,to the inconveniences above / 
mentioned. Satan, with the Fleſh and the World, and 
his principal Inſtrument and Tool, the Papal Anti- chriſt, 
hath many ways to hinder the Efficacious and Powerful 

Preaching of the Word. If he cannot hinder and abo- - 

lh it altogether, or in part, he will endeavour to ſubſti- 
tute in lieu thereof, ſpecious Fables which will ſpoil all. 

And if he cannot do this, he will endeavour to mix with : 

it impertinent things, and ſuch as aim not principally at 

the weakening and the ruinating of his Kingdom, but 


will in part ſerve to re- edify it. And yet if he cannot do | 


tliis, he will endeavour to cauſe the Miniſtry to be de- 


ſpiſed and diſeſteemed, by one means, or other. So far 
„ then 


ET 


2H then as one can diſcern, that Satan would. ſerve himſelf 


with any manner of Preaching unto ſuch ends, he ought 
to be the more careful to avoid every thing that may 
give him any Advantage. But here ſome will ſay, if we 
do not alledge many Authors, we ſhall ſeem, according to 
the Calumnies of the Ad verſaries, to be Preachers of No- 
velties, and not to have Antiquity for us, eſpecially if we 
Name not many Fathers. We Anſwer firſt, the Ad verſa- 
ries of Chriſtianity accuſed our Lord, and his Apoſtles, 
and the Doctors and Teachers of the firſt Ages, of Novel- 
ty, becauſe in their Sermons, they did not alledge man 
Authors, Fews and Pagans, but contented - themſelves 
moſtly with Quoting the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, 
and afterwards the Writings of the. New Teſtament. No 


= wonder then we are accuſed of Novelty, becauſe that in 


Preaching we do not Quote the Authors of corrupt Ages. 
It is enough that we alledge the Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
and the Doctors of the pureſt e when we Judge 
it requiſite. 2d4ly, That as in Diſputes and Polemic 
Writings, and in the Controverſie, the firſt Doctors of the 
Chriſtian Church, convinced the Jem and Phariſees, by 
their own Antient and Modern Authors, ſo do we con- 
vince the Papiſts, as appears in the Diſputes and Contro- 
verſies in ſo many Books and Volumes, full of Citations, 
which not only the Ad verſaries, but alſo other People may 
ſee, that we are of no New Religion, as the Papiſts do ac- 
cuſe us. And, 3dlz, Tho for the ſaid Reaſons, we for- 
bear much Citation of Authors, that we may keep entire 


the Authority of Scripture, yet we do ſometimes alledge 
em, when it is needful, as hath been ſaid. © 
If any object, that if we do not alledge the Antients, 
and the Fathers, our Sermons will not have that Authori- 
ty. upon our Auditors. We Anſwer, That our Lord in 
| . 1 - Preaching: 


* - 


—— Tw1 TO 
Preached againſt the Antients that had corrupted the 
Law, hath had more Authority than thoſe which Breach } 


upon the Authority of the Antients, It is that which 
we ſee in The 5th, 6th, 7th, of Mat. It is ſaid, Chapter 7. 
28, 29. Hat when Jeſus had finiſned his Sermon on the 
be taught them as one having Authority, and not ar the $cribes, . 
A Miniſter therefore that Preaches the Goſpel by the Au- 
thority of the Lord Jeſus, without alledging the Antients 
in every Paragraph, yea, in Preaching againſt Antient 1 
Corruptions, by the moſt Antient Sentences of the Holy | 
Scripture, hath more Authority upon the Auditors Con- 
ſciences, than others, who pretend to influence them by © | 
their allegations of Antient Authors. And truly, as Da- 
vid in diveſting himſelf of his Royal habits, and putting 
on a plain Ephod, which was more ſuitable, unto an ho- 
ly. and humbie marching before the Ark, was not diſho- 
noured before the eyes: of the People, as vain-glorious 
Michael objected. But, as he Anſwered her, that in ren- - 
dring himſelf yet more vile and abject then at that time, 
and becoming mote baſe in his own light, he ſhould be 
Honouted of the Pefſons of whom Michael had ſpoken : : Bf 
Likewiſe the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, not ſeeking tlie 
glory and applauſe of Men in conducting the Ark; by the 
pure and ſimple Preaching of the word, without Oſtenta- 
tion of Humane Wiſdom and Learning, are not Dic-- 
noured, but rather Honoured by the People, who have 
any reſpect unto the Word of God. And it is that which 
experience teacheth; for theſe Sermons have more Autho- 
rity in Mens Conſciences than thoſe of other Men, who 
perhaps carry away ſome flight renown in the eyes of the 
World, who are more guided by fancy than by Conſci- 
ence, which ſeeks the Honour of God. But thoſe who + 


- 
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are truly Conſcientious, go to thoſe Miniſters, who prels 
upon them the moſt {imple and abſolute Authority of the 
Word. And it is moſt memorable which we have from 
good hands, that a very Learned and Judicious Perſon 
being to Preach at Court, and before a great and a Wiſe 
King, Compoſed a very elaborate Sermon, with a' great 
deal of Art, in that manner which might, according to 
Man, gain moſt applauſe: But not being able to ſatisfy. his 
oven Conſcience, to deliver his Heavenly Lord's Errand in 
ſuch a manner (no more than David with the Armour of 
Saul) he quite changed this method, and Compoſed his 
Sermon according to the fimplicity of the Goſpel, void of 
ſuch. Oſtentation. It pleaſed the Lord that this had fo 
great .cflicacy, that he came in favour with this great 
Prince, and ſo continued to Preach in this manner ſucceſs- 


Ss fully, and was moſteſteemed and honoured by the greateſt 


perſonages. And, indeed, thoſe who honour the Lord 
with a l heart, ſhall be honoured. . Wherefore if one 
would gain holy awe and reverence amidſt a People, and 
edify their Souls, he muſt preſs them with the Majeſty and 
Authority of the Holy: Scriptures. Indeed we may cite 
the Antients, eſpecially before an Auditory newly come 
from Popery, and who are {till ſtunned and amazed with 
the noiſe and rattle which they have heard of the Fa- 
thers, but we muſt have a great care not to nouriſh them 
in a dependance on Mens ſayings and ſentiments. For. 
ſaveing Faith cannot be built on humane Authorities; nor 
can we imagine to gain upon any, either in Publick, or 


Private Aſſemblies, a firm or ſolid Authority, any other 


| way than by the Holy Scriptures. Again, if it be replied; 

but ſo doing, we ſhall neglect the reading of Authors, 
| both Antient and Modern, and ſcarce improve in the ſtu- 
dy of good Learning; and by this means ſhall introduce 
Barbariſm and Ignorance amongſt us. 5 


e Wis 9 
8 * Anſwer: This does not follow: For gl, we nd 
not alledge them, but to fit and convenient ends. It fol. 
lows indeed, that one muſt read them with ſo much the 
more attention, for to alledge them when it is needful. _ 
2aly, We muſt read Authors for to know and diſcern 
true Chriſtianicy, how, where, and when it hatli been, ei: 
ther revived, preſerved, or corrupted, and particularly by 
what degrees, and what progreſs it hath made in the 
World and in the Church : So alſo to diſcern how Anti- 
Ka ron eame and ſ prong up, how it hath been hatched: 
and nouriſhed, what have been the degrees and progretles, 
of it, and what have been the Subtilties and Penſccutions: 
of this Baſtardly Brood. 
zal, For to ſee the Conformity of the t true Chriſtian, 
and truly reformed Churches, with the Primitive and moſt ® 
Pure antiquity. 
In the 475 Place, we wulf rad thous with greardiligence, ; 
to ſerve our ſelves in neceſfary and unavoidable (if we 
will be faithful unto our Lord) Dif} putations and Contro- 
verſies. | 
+ And in the 5th Place, we muſt read them to help us to 
underſtand the Scriptures; for tho' we muſt not make a 
noiſe with em, leſt we ſcem to withdraw from the Au- 
thority of Scripture, yet we muſt profit by them, and ap- 
propriate that which they have better poken, to the 
clearer and better applying of edifying ſubjects. | As in 
e the Temple of Solomon ( as we read, 1 King 6. 
) The ſtones were cut out and fitted elſe-where, ſo he | 
8 was neither Hammer, nor Axe, nor any Tool of Iron 
heard in the Houſe while it was in Building: So in Buil- 
ding up the People of God (ho are the Lively ſtones) 
we muſt do it by the Word of God, without the noiſe of 
inſtruments, of Arts and Sciences, or of ſuch Authors of 
which 


\ . 


| which one hath ſerved himſelf in his ſtudy,” where he duglit to- 
Prepare and fit the whole, by the help of ſuch Inſtruments as he 
is furniſhed withal. St. Pau! himſelf had read Gree& Authors, 


4 


and was acquainted with their Poets, Araties; Henander, and E. 


* 


; * 
« 


pimemdes, but he made no Oſtentation of this Kind of Learning, 
nor does he Name his Authors; but fays only in general, Ae 
ſome of the Poets haue ſuid, Act. 17. 28. And again, as one* of 
tbemſe lues, even a Prophet of, their own hath ſaid, ſpeaking of 
the Chriſtians unto Tur. Chap. I. 12. And in 1 Cor. 15. 33. 
le recites only the ſentence without referring to any Author. 
And we find but theſe three Quotations in all his Füller EN 
For theſe Reaſons, he that will faithfully. Preach the Word: 
of God, muſt avoid needleſs and tedious Quotations of Au- 
thors, and the intieing Words of Man's Wiſdom. We muſt 
Preach Jeſus Chriſt, and the Myſteries of his Goſpel, Nor in 
the Words cubich Aan c Wiſdom reacheth, but which: the Holy. 
Ghoſt teacher h, comparing Spiritual things with Spirituai, 1 Cor. 
2 13. When we Preach by the Scriptures, and in the ſimplicity: 
of the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, we Accomodate our ſelves 


4 


to che Capacity of our Auditors, who are able to.try onr, B 
ſhou'd have continually dwelling in their Hearts, Neh. 8. v. 3, 8. 
As Ezra and the Leuites read and expounded the Book of the 


Law, to thoſe chat were returned from the: Babylnaiſi Captivi- 
ty, Jo muſt we inſtrudt the Captives of ſin and myſtical Baby/on, ; 
out of the Holy Scriptures, which contain that Truth, Which 
alone can make em fre. „ Io ets © 
No he that wou'd receive more particular directions about 
the right way of Preaching, may read. (beſides Authors of our 
own, who have treated on this ſubject) St. Azſt;z of the Ehri- ) 
lian Pettrine, eſpecially his Faurth Bm. 
«> - 1 
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